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On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress adopted a resolu- 
tion that brought into being the U. S. Flag: "Resolved, That the Flag 
of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that 
the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field representing a new 
constellation." 
The action of the Continental Congress came almost a year after the 
Declaration of Independence. The flag with thirteen stripes and thirteen 
stars continued to be used as the national emblem until Congress passed 
the following act, which President Washington signed: 
"That from and after May 1, 1795, the flag of the United States be 
fifteen stripes, alternate red and white; and that the union be fifteen 
stars, white in a blue field." 
This action was necessitated by the admission of the States of Ver- 
mont and Kentucky to the Union. The flag of 1795 had the stars ar- 
ranged in three rows of five each instead of in a circle, and served for 
23 years. 
With the admission of more new states, however, it became apparent 
that the 1795 flag would have to be further modified; hence in 1818 a 
law was passed by Congress p,roviding: 
"That from and after the fourth day of July next, the flag of the 
United States be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red and white: 
that the union have twenty stars, white in a blue field. 
"That on the admission of every new state into the Union, one star 
be added to the union of the flag; and that such addition shall take effect 
on the Fourth of July next succeeding such admission." 
Iowa was admitted to the union as the 29th state. When Arizona was 
admitted in 1912, it added the 48th star to the flag. 
* * *  
The Flag Speaks! 
Former Secretary of Interior Franklin K. Lane apostrophized the 
U. S. flag in this way: 
"I am what you make me-nothing more. I am your belief in your- 
self; the dream of what a people may become. I am all you hope to be 
and have courage to die for. 
"I swing before your eyes, a bright gleam of color, the pictured sug- 
gestion of that big thing which makes this nation great. 
"My stars and my stripes are your dreams and your labors. They 
are bright with cheer, brilliant with courage, firm with faith, because 
you have made them so out of your hearts. 
"For you are the makers of the Flag, and i t  is well that you glory in 
the making." 
The Stars and the States 
The stars in the flag, starting in the upper left-hand corner, and 
moving left to right, represent the states in the order of their admission. 
They are: 
1. Delaware, 1787. 25. Arkansas, 1836. 
2. Pennsylvania, 1787. 26. Michigan, 1837. 
3. New Jersey, 1787. 27. Florida, 1845. 
4. Georgia, 1788. 28. Texas, 1845. 
5. Connecticut, 1788. 29. IOWA, 1846. 
6. Massachusetts, 1788. 30. Wisconsin, 1848. 
7. Maryland, 1788. 31. California, 1850. 
8. South Carolina, 1788. 32. Minnesota, 1858. 
9. New Ham~hsire. 1788. 33. Orecon. 1859. 
10. Virginia, i788. ' 
11. New York, 1788. 
12. North Carolina. 1789. 
13. Rhode Island, i790. 
14. Vermont, 1791. 
15. Kentucky, 1792. 
16. Tennessee, 1796. 
17. Ohio, 1802. 
18. Louisiana, 1812. 
19. Indiana, 1816. 
20. Mississippi, 1817. 
21. Illinois, 1818. 
22. Alabama, 1819. 
23. Maine, 1820. 
24. Missouri, 1821. 
34. ~ a & a s ;  1861. 
35. West Virginia, 1863. 
36. Nevada. 1864. 
37. ~ e b r a s k a ,  1867. 
38. Colorado, 1876. 
39. No,rth Dakota, 1889. 
40. South Dakota, 1889. 
41. Montana, 1889. 
42. Washington, 1889. 
43. Idaho, 1890. 
44. Wyoming, 1890. 
45. Uta.h, 1896. 
46. Oklahoma, 1907. 
47. New Mexico, 1912. 
48. Arizona, 1912. 
* * * 
United States Flag Etiquette 
When the flag is draped down, the blue field always must be a t  the 
left. * * * The flag never must be used as a drape, nor as background 
for some ornament. * * * The correct shield does not have any stars-- just a plain blue field a t  the top, and seven white and six red stripes. 
* * * When the National Anthem has been played, do not applaud. It 
would be just as correct to applaud a minister's prayer.-National Flag 
Code Committee. 
* + *  
The Pledge of Allegiance 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United Statks of America and 
to the Republic for which i t  stands, one nation under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all. 
* * * 
The American's Creed 
I aelieve in the United States of America as a government of the 
people, by the people, for the people; whose just powers are derived from 
the consent of the governed; a Democracy in a Republic; a sovereign 
Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect Union, one and inseparable; 
established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and hu- 
manity for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. 
I therefore believe it is my duty to my Country to love it; to support 
its Constitution; to obey its laws; to respect its Flag; and to defend 
it against all enemies. 
(The above creed was written by William Tyler Page. Clerk of the U. S. Rouse of  Rep- 
resentattves, in 1917. It was accepted by  the House of Representatives on behalf of  ths 
American people, April 3, 1818.) 
Lincoln's Gettysburg Address 
These two pages are facsimiles of the manuscript of the address de- 
livered by President Abraham Lincoln a t  the Gettysburg Cemetery 
grounds on November 19, 1863. After the President had delivered his 
short address, he turned to Marshall Lamon, who had presented him less 
than five minutes before, and said, "Lamon, that speech won't scour. It 
is a flat failure." 
There are five known copies in President Lincoln's handwriting of the 
Gettysburg address. The original and second drafts were given by the 
President to his secretary, John Hay. On April 11, 1916, they were pre- 
sented to the Government by Colonel Hay's three children. 
That Lincoln wrote the address on a rough bit of paper on the way to 
Gettysburg is an exploded but persistent legend. Actually, the first sheet 
of the first draft was written in Washington, on Executive Mansion sta- 
tionery. The corrections and the second page were written in lead pencil, 
probably a t  Judge Wills' house in Gettysburg, the night of the 18th. 
The second draft, believed to be the reading copy a t  the dedication 
ceremony, is assumed to have been written on the 19th, between break- 
fast and the start  to the cemetery. There are changes from the first 
version, slight matters of punctuation, or of a single word-a "that 
nation" and a "this nation" for "the nation", "consecrated" for "hal- 
lowed," "but" for "while," and the like. Lincoln's eye evidently strayed 
in copying, for "We have come" of the first version was changed to 
"We are met," then crossed out and the original form restored above it. 
The first important change is "those who here gave their lives" instead of 
"those who died here." The sentence, "This we may, in all propriety do," 
became "It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this." The 
entire beginning of the first draft's third paragraph is rephrased. In- 
stead of "It is rather for us, the living, we here be dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us" ["we here be dedicated" had been corrected 
in pencil above the scratched-out "to stand here"] Lincoln added a 
parallel sentence: "It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to 
the unfinished work which they have, thus far, so nobly carried on. It is 
rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before 
us---".-Cuts and data from Library of Congress. 
C51 
The Capitol Building 
The cornerstone of this impressive-looking building was laid on Sep- 
tember 29, 1873, in the twenty-seventh year of Iowa's statehood. 
The towering central dome is covered with 22-carat gold leaf and the 
four smaller domes have dotted lines of gold, like seam marks, adding 
further attractiveness to the structure. 
On the first floor of the Capitol are the offices of the Governor, Sec- 
retary of State, Auditor, Treasurer, Attorney General, Secretary of 
Agriculture and the Supreme Court Chambers. 
On the second floor will be found the law library and the House Cham- 
ber to the north and the Senate Chamber to the south. 
State Historical Building 
GREAT SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
The Great Seal of the United States, adopted by Congress June 20, 
1782, carries on its obverse side the Coat of Arms of the United States. 
The stripes on the shield represent the states; the blue above represents 
Congress. In  its talons the eagle grasps an  olive branch and a cluster 
of arrows-the Congressional power to make peace or war. The con- 
stellation of thirteen stars above denotes a new Nation in the world. 
The reverse of the seal shows a pyramid, to signify "strength and 
duration," while the eye over it and the motto, "Annuit Coeptis" (He 
has favored our beginning), allude to "the many signal interpositions of 
Providence in favor of the American cause." The Roman numerals give 
the year of Independence; the motto, "Novus Ordo Seclorum" ( a  new 
order of the ages), signifies the beginning of the new American era. 
The national motto, "E Pluribus Unum," was first suggested on 
August 10, 1776, by a Congressional Committee, consisting of Benjamin 
Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. 
If you are curious to see these seals and shield, look a t  a one dollar bill. 
HERBERT HOOVER'S BIRTHPLACE AT WEST BRANCH, IOWA 
Top view is the birthplace of Herbert Hoover, 30th President of the 
United States. The lower view is the park surrounding the birthplace 
home. A sta.tue in the park was a gift from the children of Belgium, for 
Mr. Hoover's humanitarian work in feeding them during World War I. 
THE: HOME FOR IOWA GOVERNORS 
By action of the 52nd General Assembly, Iowa now provides a home 
for her governors. It was first occupied as  the official residence on 
January 13, 1949. It is located at 2900 Grand Avenue. 
The electric voting machine in the House chamber records the votes, 
and the totals of any bill, in ten seconds. This view shows the Speaker's 
platform and pictures of three presidents in the background. 
STATE OFBICl3l BUILDING 
Occapled in Septenlber. 1851. Totnl cost of building nlld frrrnisllings, 
W,!)35.882.45. New tlrnnel connect. with cnpitol. Cost $92,841.71. 
The Government of Iowa 
The Song of Iowa. 
Air: **Der Tonnenbaum.". (My Matyhnd.) 
Bv S. A. M. B a n s  
I. Gou bsk what land I love the best, I - o - wa, 'tis r - 0 - WE, Tba 11 % S e e  n n - d e r h l d s  of taseIledrorn. I - 0 - w a ,  in I - O - m m -  
11 fair - .st State of a11 the west, I - 0 - L 01 I - 0 - wa. F- Plen - ty fills her gold -en  hom, I _  - o - wa, in I - 0 - wa See 
yo3 - der Mis - sis - sip - pi's stream To where Mis -sou - ri's wn - ters gleam 01 11 bow her won - drous prai -ria shine To yon - der sun - a s  pm-pling line, 01 
fair it is as po - et's dream. I - o - wa, in I - o - wa 11 hap py land. OI land of mine, I 0 - w 01 I - o - wa 
8 And she has maids whose laughins eyes. 4 Go read the story 01 thy past. Iorra, O! Ions. 
To him who lores wer? Paradise. Iova 01 Iowa What glorious deeds. wha( fame thou ham ! 
Io~ra, O !  Io\ra. 
O !  happiesr fare that e'er was known. Iowa, O! Iowa So Ion$ as time's great cjele runs, Such eyes to shlne for one alone Or natlons  veep the11 fallen ones. To call such beauty all his o\nl: Thou'lt not forget tlls pdrriot sons. 
Iorra. O! Io\ra. Iowa. O! Iorra. 
=o,'p'LD,.:,T?y""E:"s"2.'' i:b,91d3$ T T X F  ;,"fi sP,",i.kE:zihZs eByEP"ot"f~nY%n~H%d"w"~: 
the Southel.ners adapted if to the l o n ~  ..My ~zl.?lanri 
Major S. H. M. Byers. in his day the "poet laureate" of Iowa, wrote the 
words to set to music for this official song for the Hawkeye State. 
IOWA'S FLAG SONG 
BY act of the joint session of the General Assembly of Iowa on March 24, 1949, the 
Iowa Flag poem, written by E. 0 .  Osborn of Knoxville, and the music, written by 
Eather May Clark of Oskaloosa, were officially adopted a s  the Iowa Flag Son=. in honor 
of the Iowa flag, designed by Mrs. Dixie Cornell Gehhart of Knoxville. 
Prepared for the Iowa Official Register by the State Historical 
Society of Iowa. 
H E  government of the State of Iowa is based upon a constitu- 
tion adopted by the people and upon statute laws enacted from 
time to time by the General Assembly. Iowa has had two state 
constitutions, the first approved in 1846, the second one in 1857. 
The present constitution has been amended a number of times. 
The Electorat+All men and women who have lived in Iowa for six 
months and in the county in which they claim residence for sixty days 
are entitled to vote if they are citizens of the United States and are 
twenty-one years of age or over. Persons convicted of infamous crimes 
and those declared idiotic or  insane are, however, disfranchised. The 
right of women to vote in Iowa is based upon the nineteenth amendment 
to the United States constitution. 
Election of Federal Officials 
Federal elections occur each four years, on the first Tuesday after the 
first Monday in November of even years. The next election will be in 
1958. The Constitution provides that  the only elected Federal officials 
are the President, Vice-president, U. S. Senators and U. S. Representa- 
tives. All other officers are appointive-practically all by the President. 
U. S. Senators serve a term of six years; House members serve terms 
of two years. 
Election of State Omcials 
Each two years in Iowa, the people elect their Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of State, Treasurer of State, Sec- 
retary of Agriculture and Attorney General. 
State Commerce Commissioners are elected for four-year terms. The 
Superintendent of Public Instruction is named by a state Board of Public 
Instruction, consisting of one member from each Congressional district 
and one appointed a t  large by the Governor. 
The Justices of the Supreme Court are elected for terms of six years. 
District Judges are elected for terms of four years. 
County and township officials are elected each two years. Members of 
the Senate are elected for four years; House members for two years. 
Elections in Iowa occur in even-numbered years. 
Legislature meets biennially on the second Monday of January of odd 
numbered years. 
House of Representatives-The House of Representatives consists of 
one hundred eight members, elected for two years. Each of the ninety- 
nine counties is entitled to one representative and each of the nine coun- 
ties having the largest population elects an additional representative. 
Any person who has resided in the state for one year and has the quali- 
fications of a voter is eligible for election as  a representative. Women 
were admitted to the General Assembly by an  amendment to the state 
constitution adopted in 1926. The House of Representatives elects a 
speaker and other officers. 
Senate-The Senate consists of fifty members, elected by districts 
for a term of four years. A senatorial district contains from one to three 
counties, according to population, and elects one senator. According to 
the constitution, approximately one-half the senators are to be elected 
a t  each alternate biennial election, but due to changes in the districts, 
the terms of twenty-one senators now expire a t  the end of each alter- 
nate legislative biennium and those of twenty-nine in the intervening 
years. Senators must be twenty-five years of age and have the other 
qualifications required of representatives. 
Governor-The supreme executive power of the state is vested in the 
governor. It is his duty to see that  the laws are enforced, to supervise 
the official business of the state, to make recommendations to the General 
Assembly, and to appoint various officers and boards. He has the power 
to call special sessions of the Legislature and veto acts passed by the 
General Assembly, but a majority of two-thirds of each house may pass 
a bill over his veto. To qualify as governor, a person must have been 
a citizen of the United States and a resident of the state for at least 
two years and must be thirty years of age or over a t  the date of elec- 
tion. 
Inauguration of the governor the first Thursday following the conven- 
ing of the Legislature. 
Lieutenant Governor-The lieutenant governor succeeds the governor 
in case of his death, resignation or disability. His chief function is to 
act as  president of the Senate. 
Appointive Office-In addition to the executive of3cers mentioned, 
all of whom are elected, there are a number of appointive officers, in- 
cluding the comptroller, the superintendent of banking, the insurance 
commissioner, the labor commissioner, the adjutant general, the com- 
missioner of public health, the industrial commissioner and commissioner 
of public safety, all appointed by the governor, usually with the approval 
of the senate. The governor also appoints, with the approval of the 
senate, the members of a number of administrative boards, including 
the state board of regents, the board of control of state institutions, 
the state tax commission, the board of parole, the state board of con- 
servation, the liquor control commission, the state highway commis- 
sion and the unemployment compensation commission. 
Executive Council-The executive council is an ex-of8cio board made 
up of the governor, secretary of state, auditor, treasurer and secretary 
of agriculture. 
State Printing Board-The state printing board has three ex-officio 
members-the secretary of state, auditor and attorney general-and two 
members appointed by the governor. This board appoints the superin- 
tendent of printing. 
The Judicial Department 
The judicial department of the State of Iowa is vested by the consti- 
tution in a supreme court, districts courts and municipal and superior 
courts as  the General Assembly shall provide. 
Supreme C o u r t T h e  supreme court consists of nine justices, elected 
for terms of six years, approximately one-third being elected a t  each 
regular biennial election. The senior in time of service is chief justice 
for six months until each judge has served in that capacity. The supreme 
court appoints a reporter of the supreme court who is also the code 
editor, and a clerk. Both appointments are for four years. 
Attorney General-The constitution also provides for an attorney gen- 
eral who is elected a t  the regular biennial election for a term of two 
years. He represents the state in legal matters, gives advice to state 
officers, and has, in addition, administrative functions. 
Judicial Districts--The State of Iowa is divided by law into twenty-one 
judicial districts, composed of from one to nine counties. Each district 
elects from two to six judges, being a t  present seventy-two district 
judges in the state. One of the district judges presides over the district 
court sessions in each county. A county attorney and a clerk of the 
court are elected by the voters in each county. 
Inferior Courts-The General Assembly has provided also for other 
inferior courts. Each township is authorized to elect two justices of the 
peace who hear cases involving minor offenses and hold preliminary 
hearings on more serious charges. Municipal courts, superior courts, 
police courts and mayors' courts are authorized in cities and towns 
under various restrictions. Municipal courts are optional in cities having 
a population of five thousand or more and superior courts in cities with 
four thousand or over. Both municipal and superior court judges are 
elected for four-year terms. 
Municipal Courts-If a city of the first class has neither a municipal 
nor a superior court, the council shall appoint a police judge in com- 
mission governed and city manager cities and may provide for the elec- 
tion of a police judge in such cities un,der the general law. In all munici- 
palities having none of these special courts, the mayor acts as the police judge. 
Jury Trials-Jury trials are the rule for serious cases, but under cer- 
tain conditions may be waived or denied. Petit juries consist of twelve 
persons who must be "electors," except in some courts of restricted jurisdiction where the number of jurors may be six persons. 
Local Government in Iowa 
County OWcials--The State of Iowa is divided into ninety-nine coun- 
ties, the boundaries of which may not be changed unless the change is 
approved by the voters of each county concerned. A board of super- 
visors consisting of three, five or seven members is the chief administra- 
tive agency in the county. They appoint a county engineer. In addition, 
an auditor, who is the clerk of the boar,d of supervisors, a sheriff, county 
attorney, recorder, treasurer, coroner and clerk of the district court are 
elected biennially by the voters. A county superintendent of schools 
is chosen every three years by a county board of education. The county 
assessor is chosen by the board of supervisors, county board of education 
and the mayors of the various towns in the county, for a term of four 
years. They likewise fix his salary. 
Local Functions--The Iowa county is a quasi-political corporation which 
collects municipal, school, county and state taxes, enforces state laws, 
has charge of poor relief and certain other welfare activities, and shares 
with the state highway commission the management of the roads and 
bridges in the county. Townships, which in earlier days were effective 
units of local government within the counties, have lost almost all their 
functions, except for the election of justices of the peace in which many 
townships default. 
City GovernmenGThe laws of Iowa also authorize the incorporation 
of cities and towns. These municipalities derive their authority from 
the General Assembly and have only the powers specifically granted to 
them. Four cities and towns are governed by special charters granted 
before the adoption of the present constitution which forbids such acts 
of incorporation. Seven cities have the commission form of government; 
three have adopted the city manager plan by popular election; and a 
few others have a city manager by ordinance. Members of the com- 
mission are elected by the voters. The city manager in cities adopting 
that plan by a popular vote is appointed by the commission. 
Municipal Classes-All other municipalities are under the general law. 
They are classified according to population into cities of the first class, 
having over 15,000 population; cities of the second class, having from 
2,000 to 15,000 population; and towns having less than 2,000 population. 
All these municipalities have the mayor-council form of government, both 
the mayor and the members of the council being elected by the voters 
for two-year terms. A treasurer, assessor and park commissioners, and 
in most cases, limited by state law. In larger cities city assessors 
function. 
Tax Sources-Taxation is probably the most important governmental 
power. The present tax system of Iowa is based largely on property, 
sales, income and corporation taxes, although there are taxes on inherit- 
ance, and sales or license taxes on gasoline, cigarettes, beer and chain 
stores. 
Tax Levies-Property is assessed by the county assessors. Assess- 
ments are subject to revision by local boards and by the state tax com- 
mission. The various mill levies for state, county, school and municipal 
purposes are computed by the county auditor on the assessed valuation 
and the tax money is paid to the county treasurer who distributes i t  to 
the proper fund. Levies for county, school or municipal purposes are, 
in most cases, limited by state law. In larger cities, city assessors func- 
tion. 
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GOVERNORS OF IOWA--Continned Territorial Governors 
By Presidential Appointment 
Robert Lncas John Chambers James Clarke 
1838-1841 1841-1845 1845-1846 
Governors of Iowa 
By Election 
Ansel Briggs ( D )  Stephen Hemstead (D)  James W. Grimes ( W )  
1846-1850 1850-1854 1854-1858 
Saml. J .  Kirkwood (Rl 
1860-1864 1876-1877 
W. M. Stone (kt) 
1864-1868 
C. C. Carpenter ( R )  
1872-1876 
J. G. Newbold (R)  
1877-1878 
John H. Gear (R)  Buren R. Sherman (R)  Wm. Larrabee (R)  
1878-3 882 1882-1886 1886-1890 
Horace Boies (D)  
1890-1894 
Frank D. Jackson (R)  
1894-1896 
F. M. Drake (R) 
1896-1898 
GOVERNORS OF IOWA-Continued GOVERNORS OF IOWA-Continued 
L. M. Shaw (R)  A. R. Commins (R) Warren Carat f R) 
B. F. Carroll (R)  Geo. W. Clarke (R)  W. L. Harding (R)  
1909-1913 1915-1917 1917-1921 
Nate Kendall (R)  
1921-1925 
John Hammfll (RI 
1925-1981 
Dan W. Turner ( R )  
1981-1988 
Clyde Herring (D) Nels Kraschel (D)  George Wilson (R) 
1933-1937 1937-1939 1939-1943 
6. B. Hickenlnoper (R)  Robert D. Blue ( R )  W. S. ljenrdsley ( R )  
1943-1945 1945-1949 1949-1954 
--- 
Leo EIthon ( R )  Leo A. Hoegh (R)  H. C. Lovelesn (U) 
1954-1955 1955-1957 1957- 
The "Iowa Corn Song" 
The "Iowa Corn Song," familiar all over the United States by use a t  
Shrine, Legion and other conventions, is a genuine favorite with Iowa 
people. I t  was first used in 1912 by Za-Ga-Zig Temple Shriners of Des 
Moines a t  a convention in Los Angeles. 
George E. Hamilton was with the group bound for the west, and put 
down a chorus to the music of the old song, "Traveling." Later, John 
T. Beeston, leader of the Shrine band, took Hamilton's chorus and scored 
it for a singing band, with solo cornet accompaniment. It was copy- 
righted by Beeston in 1921. 
The ohorus is a pepper-upper and the raising of the right arm, when 
si,nging the last line, adds the touch that sells it everywhere. 
We're from Ioway, Ioway; 
State of all the land, 
Joy on every hand; 
We're from Ioway, Ioway. 
That's where the tall corn grows. 
PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES 
NAMES 1 Where From 1 Temsnf  Ofice 
George Washington.. ........ Virginia. ......... 
John Adams.. .............. Massachusetts. ... 
Thomas Jefferson.. .......... Virginia.. ........ 
Martin Van Buren.. ......... New York.. ...... 
........... 'Wm. H. Harrison ............ Ohio.. 
........ John Tyler.. ............... V~rginia.. 
...... James Knox Polk.. .......... Tennessee.. 
"braham Lincoln.. .......... IEinois.. . . . . . . . .  
Andrew Johnson. ........... Tcnnessee.. ...... 
......... Ulysses 8. Grant. ........... Illinois.. 
Rutherford B. Havs.. ....... Ohio.. .......... 
4James A. Garfie!d-. .......... Ohio.. .......... 
Chester A. Arthur.. ......... New York.. ...... 
Grover Cleveland.. .......... New York.. ...... 
Benjzmin Harrison. ......... I Indiana.. ........ I 
Grover Cleveland.. . . . . . . . . . .  New York.. ...... 
=William McICinley.. . . . . . . . .  Ohio.. . . . . . . . . . .  
Theodore Rooseve~t.. . . . . . .  New York.. ...... 
Theodore Roosevelt.. . . . . . . .  New York.. ...... 
William H. Taft.. ........... Ohio.. ........... 
Woodrow Wilson.. .......... New Jersey.. ..... 
8Warreo G. Harding.. ........ Ohio.. .......... 
Calvin Coolidwe.. . . . . . . . . . . .  Massachusetts. . . .  
Calvin ~aol idze. .  . . . . . . . . .  I Massachusetts. ... I 
Herhert IIoover.. . . . . . . . . . . .  Califorma. ....... 
Franklin D. Roosevelt.. ..... New York.. ...... 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. ...... New York.. ...... 
Franklin D. Rnosevelt. . . . . . .  New York.. . . . . .  
'Franklin D. Roosevelt. . . . . . .  New York.. ...... 
Harry 8. Truman.. . . . . . . . . .  Missouri .......... 
Harry S. Truman. ........... Missouri.. ....... 
Dwight D. Bsenhower.. ..... New York.. ...... 
Dwight D. Eisenhower.. ..... Pennsylvania. .... 
Ryea rs...... .............. 
4yva rs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8years ..................... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 years.. 
8 years.. ................... 
4 years.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8 years.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4 years.. ................... 
1 month .................... 
. . . . . . . .  3 years. 11 months.. 
4 years.. ................... 
... 1 year 4 months, 5 days.. 
... 2years: 7 months, 26 days. 
4 pears ..................... 
4 years ..................... 
. .  4 years. 1 month. 10 days.. 
. 3 year. 10 months. 20 days.. 
8 years.. ................... 
................... 4 years.. 
......... 0 months, 15 days.. 
.. 3 years, 5 months, 15 days.. 
4 yea1 s.. ................... 
4 yrarr ..................... 
................... 4 ycars.. 
.. 4 gearp, 6 months, 10 days.. 
... 3 years, 5 months. 20 rlars. 
4 y ra~s . .  .................. 
..................... 4 years 
................... R gears.. 
. . . . . . . . . .  2 years, 5 months. 
......... 1 year, 7 munths.. 
4 years.. ................... 
4 years.. ................... 
..................... 4 years 
1 years ..................... 
4 years ..................... 
......... 2 months. 22 days.. 
3 years, 9 months, 8 days. .... 
4 years ..................... 
..................... 4 years 
............................ 
Federalist 
Federa!ist 
Repuhlican 
Repuhlican 
Republican 
Republican 
Democrat 
D~mocrat 
Whig 
Whig 
Democrat 
Whig 
Whig 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Republican 
Republican 
Republican 
Repuh~ican 
Rrpuhliran 
Repuhrican 
Democrat 
Repuhlican 
1)emorrat 
Repubhran 
Repuhlican 
Republican 
Republican 
Democrat 
Republican 
Republican 
Republican 
Republiran 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Demorrat 
Democrat 
Repuhlican 
Republirsn 
lDied  i n  office ~ & i l  4. 1841. Vice  P r e s i d e n t  T y l e r  succeeded him. 
ZDied i n  office J u l v  9. 1860. Vice  P res iden t  F i l lmore  sueceeded him. 
SAssaasinated. A n r h  l ~ .  1864. ~ i i e  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n  succeeded him. 
COWSTITVTION 
Facsimile of the first section-of the Iowa Constitution, adopted by a 
vote of the people of Iowa on August 3, 1857. There were 40,311 voting 
yes and 38,681 voting no. 
4 A i ~ G ~ i n s t e d ; '  sipti&b& 20; - i ~ s i ; - v i ~ ; - - ~ ; . i s i d e i t ~ ~ ~ r t h u r  a i i c e e d e d  him. 
5Assassinated.  Sep tember  14. 1901. V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  Theodore  Roosevelt succeeded him. 
6Died i n  office A u g u s t  2. 1923. Vice  P r e s i d e n t  Coolidge succeeded him. 
7Died i n  office A p r i l  12,  1946. Vice  P r e s i d e n t  H a r r y  T r u m a n  succeeded him. 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA 
INTRODUCTION 
Iowa was organized a s  a separate Territory by a n  ac t  of Congress approved 
on June 12. 1838, but i t  was not until 1844 tha t  steps were taken to secure 
admission into the Union. A constitutional convention met a t  Iowa City in 
October. 1844. The Constitution drafted by this convention was twice submitted 
to the voters of the Territory of Iowa and twice rejected by them, largely be- 
cause of dissatisfaction with the boundaries of the proposed State. 
A second constitutional convention met a t  Iowa City in May, 1846. The Con- 
stitution drafted by this convention was ratified by a majority of 466 votes a t  
an  election held on August 3, 1846, and Iowa was admitted a s  a State on De- 
cember 28, 1846. 
The Constitution of 1846, however, contained a number of provisions which 
were found to be unsatisfactory in practice. One of these was the prohibition 
of banking institutions. As a result of this dissatisfaction. the legislature in 
1855 provided for an  election on the question of calling a convention to revise 
or amend the Constitution of 1846. The vote was 32.390 for a convention and 
14,162 against a convention. Delegates were elected on November 4. 1856, and 
the convention met a t  Iowa City on January 19. 1857. 
The delegates drafted a new constitution which was submitted to the people 
a t  a n  election held on August 3, 1857, and ratifled by a vote of 40,311 to 38,681. 
This Constitution went into effect by proclamation of the governor on Septem- 
ber 3, 1857. 
The Constitution of 3867 has, since tha t  time, remained the fundamental law 
of the State of Iowa: but i t  has been amended a number of times. 
THE CONSTITUTIOW 
WE, THE PEOPLE OF T H E  STATE OF IOWA, grateful to the Supreme Being 
for the blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for a 
continuation of those blessings, do ordain and establish a free and independent 
government by the name of the STATE O F  IOWA. the boundaries whereof 
shall be a s  follows: 
Beginning in the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi River, at a 
point due Eas t  of the middle of the mouth of the main channel of the Des Moines 
River, thence up the middle of the maln channel of the said Des Moines River. 
to a point on said river where the Northern boundary line of the State of 
Missouri-as established by the Constitution of tha t  State-adopted June 12th. 
1820--crosses the said middle of the main channel of the said Des Moines 
River; thence Westwardly along the said Northern boundary line of the State 
of Missouri, a s  established a t  the time aforesaid, until an  extension of said llne 
intersects the middle of the main channel of the Missouri River: thence up the 
middle of the main channel of the said Missouri River to a point opposite the 
middle of the main channel of the Big Sioux River, accordfng to Nicollet's Map : 
thence up the main channel of the said Big Sioux Rlver, according to the said 
map, until it is intersected by the parallel of forty-three degrees and thirty 
minutes North latitude: thence Eas t  along said parallel of forty-three degrees 
and thirty minutes until said parallel intersects the middle of the main channel 
of the Mfssissippl River; thence down the middle of the main channel of said 
Mississippi River to the place of beginning. 
ARTICLE I. 
BILL O F  RIGHTS 
SECTION 1. All men are, by nature, free and equal, and have certain inalien- 
able right-among which a re  those of enjoying and defendfng life and liberty. 
acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. 
Smc. 2. All political power is inherent in the people. Government is instltuted 
f ~ r  the protection. security, and beneflt of the people, and they have the right, 
a t  all times, to alter or reform the same. whenever the public good may require it. 
SEC. 3. The General Assembly shall make no law respecting a n  establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof: nor shall any person be 
compelled to  attend any place of worship, pay tithes, taxes, o r  other rates for 
lThe text of the Constitution was taken directly from the original msnnscript copy 
preserved in the otRce of the Secreta1.g of Stafe. Cnmlriled, edited. end docnmented by 
Benjamin F. Shambauah and Ruth A.  Gallaher. of the State Historical Society of Iowa. 
An words, phrases, and sections which have been eliminated from the Constitution or 
rendered inoperative by amendment appear in itnlic. Material added to the Constitution 
by amendment is enclosed within brackets. Besides beinp indicated in their proper place 
in the text, the amendments are also printed in full chronological order following the 
Constitution. 
building or repairing places of worship or the maintenance of any minister, or 
ministry. 
Sac. 4. No religious test shall be required a s  a qualiflcation for any offlce, 
or public trust, and no person shall be deprived of any of his rights, privileges, 
or capacities, or disqualified from the performance of any of his public or private 
duties, or rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law or equity. 
in consequence of his opinions on the subject of religion; and any party to any 
judicial proceedings shall have the right to use a s  a witness. or take the testi- 
mony of, any other person not disqualified on account of interest, who may be 
cognizant of any fact material to the case ; and parties to suits may be witnesses, 
as  provided by law. 
SEC. 5. Any citizen of this State who may hereafter be engaged, either di- 
rectly. or indirectly, in a duel. either a s  principal, or accessory before the fact. 
shall forever be disqualified from holding any office under the Constitution and 
laws of this State. 
SEC. 6. ~ l l  laws of a general nature shall have a uniform operation; the 
General Assembly shall not grant to any citizen, or class of citizens, privileges 
or immunities, which, upon the same terms shall not equally belong to all 
citizens. 
SDC. 7. Every person may speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all 
subjects. being responsible for the abuse of that  right. No law shall be passed 
to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech, o r  of the press. In all prosecutions 
or indictments for libel, the truth may be given in evidence to the jury, and if 
it appears to the jury tha t  the matter charged a s  libelot~s was true. and was 
published with good motives and for justifiable ends. the party shall be acquitted. 
SIC. 8. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers 
and effects, against unreasonable seizures and searches shall not be violated; 
and no warrant shall issue but on probable cause, supported by oath or nmrma- 
tion, particularly desc~ibing the place to be searched, and the persons and things 
to be seized. 
SEC. 9. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; but the General 
Assembly may authorize trial by a jury of a less number than twelve men in 
Inferior courts; but no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property. 
without due process of law. 
SEC. 10 .  In all criminal prosecutions, and in cases involving the life, or 
liberty of a n  individual the accused shall have a right to a speedy and public 
trial by an  impartial jury;  to  be informed of the accusation against him, to 
have a copy of the same when demanded: to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for his witnesses; and, to have the 
assistance of counsel. 
SEC. 11. All offenses less than felony and in which the  punishment does not 
exceed a flne of one hundred dollars, or imprisonment for thirty days, shall be 
tried summarily before a Justice of the Peace, or other omcer authorized by 
law, on information under oath, without indictment, or the intervention of a 
grand jury, saving to the defendant the right of appeal; and no person ahall 
be held to answer for atty higher crint.fnal offense, unless on presentation or  
ind.lctii~ent 6y a grand jurv2, except in cases arising in the army, or navy. or in 
the militia, when in actual service, in time of war  or public danger. 
SEC. 12. NO person shall a f ter  acquittal, be tried for the same offence. All 
persons shall, before conviction, be bailable, by sufficient sureties, except for 
capital offences where the proof is evident, or the presumption great. 
Sm. 13. The writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, or refused when 
application is  made a s  required by law, unless in case of rebellion or invasion. 
the public safety may require it. 
SEC. 14. The military shall be subordinate to the civil power. No standing 
army shall be kept up by the State in time of peace; and in time of war, no 
appropriation for a standing army shall be for a longer time than two years. 
SDC. 15. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without 
the consent of the owner, nor in time of war except in the manner prescribed 
by law. 
SEC. 16. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying war  against 
it, adhering to its enemies, or giving them aid and comfort. No person shall 
be convicted of treason, unless on the evidence of two witnesses to the same 
overt act, or confession in open Court. 
SEC. 17. Excessive bail shall not be required; excessive flnes shall not be 
imposed, and cruel and unusual punishment shall not be inflicted. 
SEC. 18. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just 
compensation first being made, or secured to be made to the owner thereof, a s  
soon a s  the damages shall be assessed by a jury, who shall not take into con- 
sideration any advantages that  may result to said owner on account of the 
improvement for which it is taken. 
ZSee amendments 2 and S of those adopted in 1884. 
r21 I 
[The General Assembly, however, may pass laws permitting the Owner8 Of 
lands to construct drains, ditches, and levees for agricultural, sanitary o r  mining 
purposes across the lands of others, and provide for the organization of drainage 
districts, vest the proper authorities with power to construct and maintain 
levees, drains and ditches and to keep in repair all drains, ditches, and levees 
heretofore constructed under the laws of the State, by special asses.anents upon 
the property benefitted thereby. The General Assembly may provide by lam 
for the condemnation of such real estate a s  shall be necessary for the construc- 
tion and maintenance of such drains. ditches and levees, and prescribe the 
method o f  making such condemnation.ja 
Sm. 19. NO person shall be imprisoned for debt f n  any civil action, on meane 
or final Drocess. unless in case of f raud;  and no person shall be imprisoned for 
a militia flne in time of peace. 
SEC. 20. The people hare the right freely to  assemble together to counsel for 
the common good; to make known their opinions to their representatives and to 
petition for a redress of grievances. 
SEC. 21. bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the oblfga- 
tion of contracts, shall ever be passed. 
SEC. 22. Foreigners who are, or may hereafter become residents of this State. 
shall enjoy the same rights in respect to the possession, enjoyment and descent 
of property as  native born citizens. 
SEC. 23. There shall be no slavery in this State: nor shall there be involun- 
ta ry  servitude, unless for the punishment of a crime. 
SEC. 24. No lease or grant of agricultural lands, reserving any rent, o r  
service of any kind, shall be valid for a longer period than twenty years. 
SEC. 25. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair o r  deny 
others, retained by the l~eople. 
[SECTION 26. No person sliall manufacture for sale, or sell, or keep for  sale, 
a s  a beverage any intoxicating liquors whatever, including ale, wine and beer. 
The General Assembly shall by law prescribe regulations for the enforcement 
of the prohibition herein contained, and shall thereby provide suitable penalties 
for the violation of the provisions thereof.14 
ARTICLE 11. 
RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE 
SECTION 1. Every whites male0 citizen of the United States, of the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall hare  been a resident of this State six months next 
preceding the election, and of the County in which he claims his vote sixty days, 
shall be entitled to vote a t  all elections which are  now or hereafter may be 
authorized by law. 
SEC. 2. Electors shall in all cases except treason, felony, or breach of the 
peace, be privileged from' arrest on the days of election, during their attendance 
a t  such election, going to and returning therefrom. 
SEC. 3. NO elector shall be obliged to perform military duty on the day of 
election, except in time of mar, or public danger. 
SEC. 4. No person in the military, naval, or marine service of the United 
States shall be considered n resident of this State by being stationed In any 
garrison, barracks, or military or naval place, or station within this State. 
SEC. 5. NO idiot, or insane person, or persons convicted of any infamous 
crime, shall be entitled to the privilege of an  elector. 
Sm. 6. A11 elections by the people shall be by ballot. 
[The general election for state, distdct, county and townsA4p oflcers shall be 
held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday fn Nwember.17 
[SEC. 7. The general election for state, district, county and township offleers 
in the year 1 9 1 6  shall be held in the same month and on the same day a s  that  
flxed by the laws of the United States for the election of presidential electors, 
I or  of president and vice-president of the United States: and thereafter such 
election shall be held a t  such time a s  the General Assembly may by lam pro- 
vide.18 
8The material between the brackets was added by an amendment adopted in 1908. 
4This amendment was proposed bv the General Aamblv in 1830; readopted in 1882; 
ratified at a specinl electim held on June 27. 1832: and certified sclopted on June 28. 1882. 
On April 21, 1883. the Supreme Court of Iowa, in deddina Koehler and Lenge v. Hill. 
held. that owing to certain irrqularities. the amendment had not been legally submitted 
to the voters and hmce was not a part of the Constitution40 Iowa 643. 5The word "white" ma8 dlminated by an amendment d o p W  in 1868. 
6The word "nqle" remains in this section of the State Constitution. but it WM rendered 
inoperative by the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. adopted 
in 1920. The General Assembly of Iowa ratified the Nineteenth Amendment on July 2. 
1919. 
7This section was added by an amendment adopted in 1884. It was repealed in 1916. 
8This section was added by an amendment adopted in 1916. 
ARTICLE 111. 
OF T H E  DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS 
S ~ T I O N  1. The powers of the government of Iowa shall he divided into 
three separate departments-the Legislative, the Executive, and the Judicial; 
and no person charged with the exercise of powers properly belonging to one 
of these departments shall exercise any function appertaining to either of 
the others, except in cases hereinafter expressly directed or permitted. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 
SIECrION 1. The Legislative authority of this State shall be vested in a 
General Assembly which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives ; 
and the style of every law shall be, "Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Inwa." 
- - .- - . . . -  
SEC. 2. The sessions of the General Assembly shall be biennial, and shall 
commence on the second Monday in January next ensuing the election of its 
members; unless the Governor of the State shall, in the meantime, convene the 
General Assembly by proclamation. 
SEC. 3. The members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen every 
second year, by the qualified electors of their respective districts, on the secoltd 
Tuesday in October, mcept t l ~ e  years of the Presidential election, when the 
election shall be on the Tuesday next after tlce first dIolLday in November$ and 
their term of omce shall commence on the flrst day of January next after their 
election, and continue two years, and until their successors are  elected and 
qualified. 
SEC. 4. No person shall be a member of the House of Representatives who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years, be a free whttelo male11 
citizen of the United States and shall have been a n  inhabitant of this State one 
year next preceding his election, and a t  the time of his election shall have had 
an actual residence of sixty days in the County, or District he may have been 
chosen to mnmsent. 
- - .. - - - - - - -. 
s&. Senators shall be chosen for the term of four years, a t  the same 
time and place a s  Representatives; they shall be twenty-five years of age, and 
possess the qualifications of Representatives a s  to residence and citizenship. 
SEC. 6. The number of Senators shall not be less than one third, nor more 
than one halC the representative body; and shall be so classifled by lot, that  one 
class, being a s  nearly one half a s  possible, shall be elected every two years. 
When the number of Senators is increased, they shall be annexed by lot to  one 
or the other of the two classes, so a s  to keep them a s  nearly equal in numbers 
a s  practicable. 
Sm. 7. Each house shall choose its own omcers, and judge of the qualification, 
election, and return of its own members. A contested election shall be deter- 
mined In such manner as shall be directed by law. 
Ssc. 8. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to transact 
business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel 
the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penalties 
a s  each house may provide. 
SEC. 9. Each house shall si t  upon its own adjournments, keep a journal of 
Its proceedings, and publish the same; determine its rules and proceedings, 
punish members for disorderly behavior, and, with the consent of two thirds, 
expel a member, but not a second time for the same offense; and shall have 
all other powers necessary for a branch of the General Assembly of a free and 
independent State. 
SEC. 10. Every member of the General Assembly shall have the liberty to 
dissent from, or protest against any ac t  or resolution which he may think 
injurious to the puhlic, or an  individual, and have the reasons for his dissent 
entered on the journals: and the yeas and nays of the members of either house, 
on any question, shall, a t  the desire of any two members present, be entered on 
the journals. 
SEC. 11. Senators and Representatives. in all cases, except treason, felony, or 
breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest  during the session of the 
General Assembly, and in going to and returning from the same. 
SEC. 12. When vacancies occur in either house, the Governor, or the person 
exercising the functions of Governor, shall issue writs of election to flll such 
vacanoics. 
SEC. 13. The doors of each house shall be open, except on such occasion, as 
in the opinion of the house, may require secrecy. 
QAltbough there has been no specific repeal of any part of this section the dates of 
election have been changed, first by the amendment of 1884, and later by tLe amendment 
of 1916. 
loThe words "free white'' were stricken from this section by an amendment adopted 
in 1880. 
llThe word "male" was stricken from this mection by an amendment adopted in 1926. 
Sw. 14. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for 
more than three days, nor to any other place than tha t  in which they may be 
sitting. 
Sm. 15. Bills may originate in either house, and may be amended, altered, 
or rejected by the other; and every bill having passed both houses, shall be 
signed by the Speaker and President of their respective houses. 
SQC. 16. Every bill which shall have passed the General Assembly, shall. 
before i t  becomes a law, be presented to  the Governor. If he approve, he shall 
sign i t ;  but, if not, he shall return i t  with his objections, to the house in which 
i t  originated, which shall enter the same upon their journal, and proceed to 
reconsider i t ;  if, after  such reconsideration, i t  again pass both houses, by Yeas 
and nays, by a majority of two thirds of the members of each house, it shall 
become a law, notwithstanding the Governor's objections. If any bill shall not 
be returned within three days after it shall have been presented to him, Sunday 
excepted, the same shall be a law in like manner a s  if he had signed it. 
unless the General Assembly. by adjournment. prevent such return. Any bill 
submitted to the Governor for his approval during the last three days of a 
session of the General Assembly, shall be deposited by him in the office of the 
Secretary of State, within thirty days after the adjournment, with his approval, 
if approved by him, and with his objections, if he disapproves thereof. 
SEC. 17. NO bill shall be passed unless by the assent of a majority of al l  the 
members elected to each branch of the General Assembly, and the question 
upon the flnal passage shall be taken immediately upon its last reading, and the 
yeas and nays entered on the Journal. 
Soc. 18. An accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of the public 
money shall be attached to and published with the laws, a t  every regular session 
of the General Assembly. 
Sw. 19. The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of im- 
peachment, and all impeachments shall be tried by the Senate. When sitting 
for tha t  purpose, the senators shall be upon oath or affirmation; and no person 
shall be convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of the members present. 
SEC. 20. The Governor, Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, and other 
State officers, shall be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor or malfeasance 
in office; but judgment in such cases shall extend only to removal from office, 
and disqualiflcation to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit, under this State ; 
but the party convicted or acquitted shall nevertheless be liable to indictment. 
trial, and punishment, according to law. All other civil officers shall be tried 
for misdemeanors and malfeasance in office, in such manner a s  the General 
Assembly may provide. 
SEC. 21. NO senator o r  representative shall, during the time for which he 
shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of profit under this State. 
which shall have been created, or the emoluments of which shall have been 
increased during such term, except such offices a s  may be fllled by elections by 
the people. 
Sm.  22. No person holding any lucrative office under the United States, or 
this State, or any other power, shall be eligible to hold a seat  in the General 
Assembly; but offices in the militia, to  which there is attached no annual salary, 
or the office of justice of the peace. or postmaster whose compensation does not 
exceed one hundred dollars per annum, or notary public shall not be deemed 
lucrative. 
SEC. 23. No person who may hereafter be a collector or holder of public 
monies, shall have a seat in either House of the General Assembly, or be eligible 
to ]]old any office of trust or proflt in this State, until he shall have accounted 
for and paid into the treasury all sums for which he may be liable. 
S E .  24. NO money shall be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law. 
SEC. 25. Each member of the flrst General Assembly under this Constitution. 
shall receive three dollars per diem while in session; and the further sum of 
three dollars for every twenty miles traveled, in going to and returning from 
the place where such session is held, by the nearest traveled route; after which 
they shall receive such compensation a s  shall be flxed by law: but no General 
Assembly shall have power to increase the compensation of its own members. 
And when convened in extra session they shall receive the same mileage and per 
diem compensation, a s  fixed by law for the regular session, and none other. 
SEC. 26. No law of the General Assembly. passed a t  a regular session, of a 
public nature, shall take efPect until the fourth day of July next af ter  the 
passage thereof. Laws passed a t  a special session, shall take effect ninety days 
after the adjournment of the General Assembly by which they were passed. If 
the General Assembly shall deem any law of immediate importance, they may 
provide that  the same shall take effect by publication in newspapers in the State. 
SE. 27. No divorce shall be granted by the General Assembly. 
SEC. 28. No lottery shall be authorized by this State;  nor shall the sale of 
lottery tickets be allowed. 
Sec. 29. E \ e ry  act shall embrace but one subject, and matters properly 
connected therewith; which subject shall be expressed in the title. But if any 
subject shall be embraced in an  act which shall not be expressed in the title. 
such act  shall be void only a s  to so much thereof a s  shall not be expressed 
in the title. 
SEC. 30. The General Assembly shall not pass local or special laws in the 
following cases : 
For the assessment and collection of taxes for State, County or road purposes; 
For laying out, opening, and working roads or highways; 
For chang~ng the names of persons; 
For the incorporation of cities and towns: 
For vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys, or public squares: 
For locating or changing county seats. 
In all the cases above enumerated, and in all other cases where a general 
law can be made applicable, all laws shall be general, and of uniform operation 
throughout the State;  and no law changing the boundary lines of any county 
-hall have effect until upon being submitted to the people of the counties affected 
hy the change, a t  a general election. it shall be approved by a majority of the 
votes in each county, cast for and against it. 
SEC. 31. NO extra compensation shall be made to any officer, public agent, 
or contractor, after  the service shall have been rendered, or the contract entered 
Into: nor. shall any money be paid on any claim, the subject matter of which 
shall not have been provided for by pre-existing laws, and no public money 
or property shall be appropriated for local, or private purposes, unless such 
apprognation, compensation, or claim, be allowed by two-thirds of the members 
elected to each branch of the General Assembly. 
SEC. 32. Members of the General Assembly shall, before they enter upon the 
duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the following oath or 
affirmation: "I do solemnly swear, or affirm, ( a s  the case may be) that I will 
support the Constitution of the United States, and the Constitution of the State 
of Iowa. and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of Senator, (or Repre- 
sentative. a s  the case may be), according to the best of my ability." And 
members of the General Assembly are hereby empowered to administer to each 
other the said oath or affirmation. 
SBC. 33. The General Assembly shall, In the years One thouaand eight hundred 
ant1 fifty nine, One thousand eight hundred and sixty three, One thousand eight 
h?~71dred awd sixtlr five. One thousflnd eight hundred and sixty seven, One tkous- 
and eigltt licmdred a?~r l  s l x t ~  nine, nqtd One tl~ousand eight hundred and seventy 
five, awl every ten years thereafter, cause an  enumeration to be made of all 
white12 inhabitants of the State.18 
SEC. 34. The number of senators shall. a t  the next sesston following each 
period of n2nkiitg such enumeration, and the next sessioa following each United 
States census. be fixed b21 law. and apportioned aiiaong the several counties, 
nccordfng to the number of white14 iahabitants in each. 
[SECTION 34. The Senate shall be composed of flfty members to be elected 
from the several senatorial districts, established by law and a t  the next session 
of the General Assembly held following the taking of the state and national 
census. thev shall be apportioned among the several counties or districts of the 
state, according to population a s  shown by the last preceding census, (but no 
county shall he entitled to more than (1) Senator.116 
SEC. 35. The Senate shall not consist of more than fifty members, nor the 
House of Representatives of more tl~alz one hundred; and they skall be appor- 
tioned anao?tg the several coztnties and represelttatlve districts of the State, 
according to the nuviber of white16 i?thabita?zts in each, upon ratios to be fixed 
by law; but ?to representative district shall contain more than four organized 
counties, a i ~ d  each district skall be entitled to a t  least one represelttative. Every 
county and dktrict  tulbich shall have a ~zumber of inhabitants equal to one-half 
of the ratio fixed by law, s l~a l l  be entitTed to one representative and any one 
county containiug in addition to the ratio fixed by law one-half of that number 
or more, shall be entitled to one additional representative. No floating district 
shall hereafter be fo~med.  
[SEC. 35. The House of Representatives shall consist of not more than one 
hundred and eight members. The ratio of representatives shall be determined by 
dividing the n-hole number of the population of the state a s  shown by the last 
preceding state or national census, by the whole number of counties then existing 
or organized, but each county shall constitute one representative district and be 
12The word "white" was stricken from this section by an amendment adopted in 1868. 
Issection 33 was repealed by an nmendment adopter1 in 1936. 
I4The word "white" was stricken from this article by an amendment adopted in 1868. 
l5The word "white" was stricken from this section by an amendment adopted in 1868. 
16~he  words inside these parentheses were added to this section by an amendment 
adopted in 1928. 
entitled to one representative, but each county having a population in excess of 
the ratio number, a s  herein provided of three fifths or more of such ratio number 
sliall be entitled to  one additional representative, but said addition shall extend 
only to the nine counties having the greatest population.] 
SEC. 36. At i ts  first session uitrler tlris Coitstitutio~~, and at every subsequent 
regular sessimt, the General Asse?itbly slloll f ix the ratio of represe?ttation, agtd 
also fonn iirto rel)fesewtative districts those counties which will +tot be entitled 
singZy to a representative.li 
[SEC. 36. The General Assembly shall, at the flrst regular session held fol- 
lowing the adoption of thls amendment, and a t  each succeeding regular session 
held next after the talring of such census, fix the ratio of representation, and 
apportion the representatives, a s  hereinbefore required.]la 
SEC. 37. When a congressional, senatorial, or representative district shall 
be composed of two or more counties. it shall not be entirely separated by any 
county belonging to another district; and no county shall be divided in forming 
a congressional, senatorial, or representative district. 
SEC. 38. In  all elections by the General Assembly, the members thereof 
shall vote viva voce and the votes shall be entered on the journal. 
ARTICLE IV. 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
SECTION 1. The Supreme Executive power of this State shall be vested in a 
Chief Btagistrate, who shall be styled the Governor of the State of Iowa. 
SEC. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the qualifled electors a t  the time 
and place of voting for members of the General Assembly. and shall hold his 
office two years from the time of his installation, and until his successor is 
elected and qualified. 
Sac. 3. There shall be a Lieutenant Governor, who shall hold his offlce two 
years. and be elected a t  the same time a s  the Governor. In  voting for Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor, the electors shall designate for whom they vote as 
Governor, and for whom a s  Lieutenant Governor. The returns of every election 
for Governor, and Lieutenant Governor, sliall be sealed up and transmitted to 
the seat of government of the State, directed to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, who shall open and publish them in the presence of both Houses 
of the General Assembly. 
SEC. 4. The persons respectively having the highest number of votes for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, shall be declared duly elected; but in case 
two or more persons shall have a n  equal and the highest number of votes for 
either office, the General Assembly sliall, by joint vote, forthwith proceed to 
elect one of said persons Governor, or Lieutenant Governor, a s  the case may be. 
SIX. 5. Contested elections for Governor, or Lieutenant Governor, shall be 
determined by tlie General Assembly in such manner a s  may be prescribed 
by law. 
SEC. 6. NO person shall be eligible to the office of Governor, or Lieutenant 
Governor, who shall not have been a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the State, two years next preceding the election, and attained the age of 
thirty years a t  the time of said election. 
SEC. 7. The Governor shall be commander in chief of the militia, the army. 
and navy of this State. 
SEC. 8. H e  shall transact all executive business with the omcern of the 
- - - - - . . -- - - .. .- 
government, civil and military, and may require fnformation in writing from 
the offlcers of the executive department upon any subject relating to the duties 
of their respective offlces. 
SEC. 9. H e  shall take care that  the laws a re  faithfully executed. 
SEC. 10.  When any offlce shall, from any cause, become vacant, and no 
mode Is provided by the Constitution and laws for fllllng such vacancy, the 
Governor shall have power to  fill such vacancy, by granting a commission, 
which shall expire a t  the end of the next session of the General Assemblv. or 
". 
a t  the next election by the people. 
SEC. 11. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the General Assembly 
by proclamation, and shall state to both houses, when assembled, the purpose 
for which they have been convened. 
SBC. 12. He shall communicate, by messagk, to  the  General Assembly, a t  
every regular session, the condition of the State, and recommend such matters 
a s  he shall deem expedient. 
SEC. 13. In case of disagreement between the two Houses wlth respect to 
the tlme of adjournment, the Governor shall have power to adjourn the General 
Assembly to such time a s  he may think proper: but no such adjournment shall 
be beyond the  time fixed for the regular meeting of the next General Assembly. 
ITThe three sections which are printed in Italb (34, 35. and 36) were repealed in 1904 
l8The three sections in brackets (34, 35, and 36) ,  with the excqtion of the  part in' 
parentheses in Section 34. were added by an amendment adopted in 1904. 
SIDC. 14. NO person shall, while holding a n  offlce under the authority of the 
United States. or this State, execute the office of Governor, or Lieutenant 
Governor, ercept a s  hereinafter expressly provided. 
SEC. 15. l h e  official term of the Governor, and Lieutenant Governor, shall 
comnience on the second Monday of January next after their election, and con- 
tinue for two years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. The 
Lieutenant Governor, while acting a s  Governor, shall receive the same pay as 
provided for Governor; and while presiding in the Senate, shall receive a s  
conmensation therefor. the same mileage and double the per diem pay provided 
for & Senator, and nine other. 
Sac. 16. The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves, commutations 
and pardons, after conviction, for all offenses except treason and cases of im- 
~eachment.  subject to such regulations a s  may be provided by law. Upon 
conviction .for treason, he shall have power to suspend the execution of the sen- 
tence until the case shall be reported to the General Assembly at its next meet- 
ing, when the General Assembly shall either grant a pardon, commute the 
sentence, direct the execution of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve. He 
shall have power to remit fines and forfeitures, under such regulations a s  may 
be prescribed by law;  and shall report to the General Assembly, a t  its next 
meeting, each case of reprieve, commutation, or pardon granted, and the reasons 
therefor; and also all persons in whose favor remission of fines and forfeitures 
shall have been made, and the severe1 amounts remitted. 
SEC. 17. In case of the death, impeachment, resignation, removal from offlee, 
or other disability of the Governor, the powers and duties of the office for the 
residue of the term, or until he shall be acquitted, or the disability removed, shall 
devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor. 
SEC. 18.  The Lieutenant Governor shall be President of the Senate, but 
shall only vote when the Senate is equally divided: and in case of his absence, 
or im~eachment. or when he shall exercise the offlce of Governor, the Senate 
shall ~ h o o s ~  n president pro tempore. 
SEC. 19.  If the Lieutenant Governor, while actlng a s  Governor, shall be 
impeached, displaced, resign, or die, or otherwise become incapable of performing 
the duties of the omce, the President pro tempore of the Senate shall act  a s  
Governor until the vacancy is filled, or the disability removed; and if the 
President of the Senate, for any of the above causes, shall be rendered incapable 
of performing the duties pertaining to the offlce of Governor, the same shall 
devolve upon the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Snc. 20. There shall be a peal of this State, which shall be kept by the 
Governor, and used by him offlcially. and shall be called the Great Sea1 of the 
State of Iowa. 
SEC. 22. A11 grants and commissions shall be in the name and by the 
authority of the people of the State of Iowa, sealed wlth the Great Seal of the 
State. signed by the Governor, and countersigned by the Secretary of State. 
Sm. 22. A Secretary of State, Auditor of State and Treasurer of State, shall 
be elected by the qualifled electors, who shall continue in ofllce two years, and 
until thelr successors are  elected and qualifled ; and perform such duties a s  may 
be required by law. 
ARTICLE V. 
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 
SECTION 1. The Judicial power shall be vested in a Supreme Court, District 
Courts, and such other Courts, inferior to the Supreme Court, a s  the General 
Assembly may, from time to tlme, establish. 
Sw. 2. The Suvreme Court shall consist of three Judges, two of whom shall 
constitute a quorum to hold Court. 
Sec. 8. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be elected by the qualifled 
electors of the State, and shall hold thelr court a t  such time and place a s  the 
General Assembly may prescribe. The Judges of the Supreme Court so elected, 
shall be classified so tha t  one Judge shall go out of office every two years, and 
the Judge holding the shortest term of offlce under such classification, shall be 
Chief Justice of the Court, during his term, and so on in rotation. After the 
expiratlon of their terms of office, under such classification, the term of each 
Judge of the Supreme court shall be six years, and until his successor shall 
have been elected and qualified. The Judges of tlie Supreme Court shall be 
inellglble to  any other office in the State, during the term for which they have 
been elected. 
Sac. 4. The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction only in cases in 
chancery, and shall constitute a Court for the correction of errors a t  law, under 
such restrictions a s  the General Assembly may, by law, prescribe; and ahall 
have power to issue all writs and process necessary to secure justke to parties 
and exercise a supervisory control over all inferior Judicial tribunals throughout 
the State. 
SEC. 5. The District Court shall consist of a single Judge, who shall be 
elected by the qualified electors of the District in which he resides. The Judge 
of the District Court shall hold his office for a term of four years, and until his 
successor shall have been elected and qualified; and shall be ineligible to any 
other office, except tha t  of Judge of the Supreme Court, during the term for 
which he was elected. 
SEC. 6 .  The District Court shall be a court of law and equity, which shall be 
distinct and separate jurisdictions, and have jurisdiction in civil and criminal 
matters arising in their respective districts, in such manner a s  shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 
SEC. 7. The Judges of the Supreme and District Courts shall be conservators 
of the peace throughout the State. 
SEC. 8. The style of all process shall be, "The State of Iowa" and all 
prosecutions shall be conducted in the name and by the authority o i  the same. 
SEC. 9. The salary of each Judge of the Supreme Court shall be two thousand 
dollars Per annum; and that  of each District Judge, one thousand six hundred 
dollars per annum, until the year Eighteen hundred and sixty;  after which time 
they shall severally receive such compensation a s  the General Assembly may, by 
law, prescribe: which compensation shall not be increased or diminished during 
the term for which they shall have been elected. 
SEC. 10. The State shall be divided into eleven Judicial Districts; and after 
the year Eighteen hundred and sixty, the General Assembly Inay re-organ4ze 
the Judicial Districts and increase or di7izinisi~ the nuqizber of Districts, o r  the 
number of Judges of the said Court, and may increase the number of Judges 
of the Supreme Court; but such increase or diminution shall not be more than 
one District, or one Judge of either Court a t  any one session: and no re- 
organization of the districts, or diminution of the number of Judges, shall have 
the effect of removing a Judge from office. Szlch re-organization of the districts, 
o r  any changes in the boundaries thereof, or increase or di?izittz~tion of the 
nzL7nber of Judges, shall take place every four pears thereafter, if necessary, and 
a t  no other tinze.19 
Cat any regular session of the General Assembly, the State may be divided 
Into the necessary judicial districts for district court purposes, or the said dis- 
tricts may be re-organized and the number of the districts and the judges of 
said courts increased or diminished; but no re-organization of the districts or 
diminution of the judges shall have the effect of removing a judge from office.]Zo 
SEC. 11. The Judges of the Supreme and District Courts shall be chosen a t  
the general election ; and the term of office of each Judge shall commence on the 
first day of January next, after  his election. 
Sm. 12. The General Assembly shall provide, by law, for the election of an , 
Attorney General by the people, whose term of ofrice shall be two years, and 
until his successor shall have been elected and qualified. 
SEC. 13. The qualified electors of each judicial district shall, a t  the time o j  
the election of District Judge. elect a District Attonzev, who shall be n resident 
of the district for which he 4s elected, and who shall hold his once for the term 
of four uears. and ulltil I ~ i s  successor ~71.~11 have been elected a+?A qualified. 
[SECTION 13. The qualified electors of each county shall, a t  the general elec- 
tion in the year 1886, and every two years thereafter, elect a County Attorney. 
who shall be a resident of the county for which he is elected, and shall hold his 
office for two years, and until his successor shall have been elected and quali- 
fled.322 
SEC. 14. It shall he the duty of the General Assembly to provide for  the 
carrying into effect of this article and to provide for a general system of practice 
in all the Courts of this State. 
[The grand jury may consist of any number of members not less than flve, nor 
more than fifteen, a s  tlie General Assembly may by law provide, or the General 
Assemhly may provide for holding persons to answer for any criminal offense 
without the intervention of a grand jury.128 
ARTICLE VI. 
MILITIA. 
S m r o ~  1. The militia of this State shall be composed of all able-bodied 
white24 male citizens between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, except 
lgThis section was, in effect, amended by the second of the amendments adopted in 
1884, so far as it applied to district court districts and district court judges The pa* 
of this section which seem to be repealed by the amendments are here printei in italic 
ZoThis section was added by the second of the amendments adopted in 1884 It did not 
specifically repeal the part of See. 10 of Art. V, dealing with district court: but it did 
this in effect. 
21This section was repealed by an amendment adopted in 1884. 
22Tbis section was added by an amendment adopted in 1884. 
2SThis was the third of the amendments adopted in 1884. It was not assigned speifi- 
cally to any place in the Constitution. This place seems as lozical as any. 
%The word "white" was stricken from this section by an amendment adopted in 1868. 
such a s  a r e  or may hereafter be exempt by the laws of the United States, or of 
this State, and shall be armed, equipped, and trained, a s  the General Assembly 
may provide by law. 
SBC. 2. NO person or persons conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms 
shall be compelled to do military duty in time of peace; provided, tha t  such 
person or persons shall pay a n  equivalent for such exemption in the same manner 
a s  other citizens. 
SEC. 3. All commissioned officers of the militia, (staff officers excepted,) 
shall be elected by the persons liable to  perform military duty, and shall be 
commissioned by the Governor. 
ARTICLE VII 
STATE DEBTS 
SECTION 1. The credit of the State shall not, in any manner, be given or 
loaned to, or in aid of, any individual, association, or corporation; and the State 
shall never assume, or become responsible for, the debts or liabilities of any 
individual, association, or corporation, unless incurred in time of war for the 
benefit of the State. 
SEC. 2. The State may contract debts to  supply casual deflclts or failures in 
revenues. or to meet expenses not otherwise provided for ;  but the aggregate 
amount of such debts, direct and contingent, whether contracted by virtue of 
one or more acts of the General Assembly, or a t  different periods of time, shall 
never exceed the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ; and the money 
arising from the creation of such debts, shall be applied to the purpose for which 
it was obtained, or to repay the debts so contracted, and to no other purpose 
whatever. 
SEC. 3. All losses to  the permanent, School, or University fund of this State. 
which shall have been occasioned by the defalcation, mismanagement or fraud 
of the agents or officers controlling and managing the same, shall be audited 
by the proper authorities of the State. The amount so audited shall be a 
permanent funded debt against tlie State, in favor of the respective fund, sus- 
taining the loss, upon which not less than six per cent annual interest shall be 
paid. The amount of liability so created shall not be counted a s  a part  of the 
indebtedness authorized by the second section of this article. 
SEC. 4. I n  addition to the above limited power to contract debts, t he~S ta t e  
may contract debts to repel invasion, suppress insurrection, or defend the State 
in war ;  but the money arising from the debts so contracted shall be applied to 
the ournose for which it was raised. or to reDav such debts. and to no other - - PU~GOSL whatever. 
SEC. 5. Except the debts hereinbefore specifled in this article, no debt shall 
be hereafter contracted by. or on behalf of this State. unless such debt shall be 
authorized by some law for some single work or object, to be distinctly specifled 
therein; and such law shall impose and provide for the collection of a direct 
annual tax, sufficient to pay the interest on such debt, a s  it falls due, and also 
to pay and discharge the principal of such debt, within twenty years from the 
time of the contracting thereof; but no such law shall take effect until a t  a 
general election i t  shall have been submitted to the people, and have received 
a majority of all votes cast for and against it a t  such election; and all money 
raised by authority of such law, shall be applied only to the speciflc object 
therein stated, or to  the payment of the debt created thereby: and such law 
shall be published in at least one newspaper in each County, if one is published 
therein, throughout the State, for three months preceding the election a t  which 
I t  is  submitted to the people. 
SEC. 6. The Legislature may, a t  any time, after the approval of such law 
by the people, if no debt shall have been contracted in pursuance thereof, repeal 
the same; and may, a t  any time, forbid the contracting of any further debt, or 
liability, under such law;  but the tax  imposed by such law, In proportion to  
the debt or liability, which may have been contracted in pursuance thereof. 
shall remain in force and be irrepealable, and be annually collected, until the 
principal and interest are fully paid. 
SEC. 7. Every law which imposes, continues, or revives a tax, shall dis- 
tinctly state the tax, and the object to which it is to be applied: and it shall not 
be sufficient to refer to  any other law to fix such tax or ohject. 
ARTICLE VIII. 
CORPORATIONS 
SECTION 1. NO corporation shall be created by special laws: but the General 
Assembly shall provide, by general laws, for the organization of all corporatfons 
hereafter to be created, except a s  hereinafter provided. 
Smc. 2. The property of all corporations for pecuniary proflt, shall be subject 
to taxation, the same as that of individuals. 
Sm. 3. The State shall not become a stockholder in any corporation, nor 
shall i t  assume or pay the debt or liability of any corporation, unless incurred 
in time of war for the benefit of the State. 
Sm. 4. NO political or municipal corporation shall become a stockholder in 
any banking corporation, directly or indirectly. 
Sm. 5. No ac t  of the General Assembly, authorizing or creating corporations 
or associations with banking powers, nor amendments thereto shall take effect, 
or in any manner be in force, until the same shall have been submitted, sepa- 
rately, to the people, a t  a general or special election, a s  provided by law, to  be 
held not less than three months after the passage of the act, and shall have 
been approved by a majority of all the electors voting for and against i t  at 
such election. 
Sm. 6. Subject to the provisions of the foregoing section, the General 
Assembly may also provide for the establishment of a State Bank with branches. 
Set. 7. If a State Bank be established, i t  shall be founded on an  actual 
specie basis, and the branches shall be mutually responsible for each other's 
liabilities upon all notes, bills, and other issues intended for circulation a s  money. 
SEC. 8. If  a general Banking law shall be enacted, it shall provide for the 
registry and countersigning by a n  officer of State, of all bills or paper credit 
designated to circulate a s  money and require security to the full amount thereof, 
to be deposited with the State Treasurer, in United States stocks, or in interest 
paying stocks of States in good credit and standing, to be rated a t  ten per cent, 
below their average value in the City of New Pork. for the thirty days next 
preceding their deposit; and in case of a depreciation of any portion of said 
stocks, to the amount of ten per cent, on the dollar, the bank or banks owning 
such stock shall be required to make up said deficiency by depositing additional 
stocks: and said law shall also provide for the recording of the names of the 
stockholders in such corporations, the amount of stock held by each, the time 
of any transfer, and to whom. 
SEC. 9. Every stockholder in a banking corporation or institution shall be 
individually responsible and liable to its creditors, over and above the amount 
of stock by him or her held, to a n  amount equal to his or her respective shares 
so held for all of its liabilities, accruing while he or she remains such stock- 
holder. 
Snc. 10. In case of the insolvency of any banking institution, the bill-holders 
shall have a preference over its other creditors. 
Sm. 11. The suspension of specie payment by banking institutions shall never 
be permitted or sanctioned. 
SEC. 12. Subject to the provisions of this article, the General Assembly shall 
have power to amend or repeal all laws for the organization or creation of 
corporations, or granting of special or exclusive privileges o r  immunities, by a 
vote of two-thirds of each branch of the General Assembly; and no exclusive 
privileges. except a s  in this article provided, shall ever be granted. 
ARTICLE IX. 
EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LAWS. 
1st. EDUCATION. 
SECTION 1. The educational interest of the State, including Common Schools 
and other educational institutions, shall be under the management of a Board 
of Education,Za which shall consist of the Lieutenant Governor, who shall be 
the presiding officer of the Board, and have the casting vote in case of a tie, and 
one member to be elected from each judicial district in the State. 
SE. 2. No person shall be eligible a s  a member of said Board who shall not 
have attained the age of twenty-five years, and shall have been one year a 
citizen of the State. 
Snc. 3. One member of said Board shall be chosen by the qualified electors 
of each district, and shall hold the office for the term of four years, and until 
his successor is  elected and qualified. After the first election under this Con- 
stitution, the Board shall be divided, a s  nearly a s  practicable, into two equal 
classes, and the seats of the first class shall be vacated after the expiration 
of two years;  and one-half of the Board shall be chosen every two years 
thereafter. 
Sm. 4. The first session of the Board of Education shall be held a t  the Seat 
of Government, on the first Monday of December, after their election: after 
which the General Assembly may fix the time and place of meeting. 
Snc. 5. The session of the Board shall be limited to twenty days, and but 
one session shall be held in any one year, except upon extraordinary occasions, 
2EUnder the provisions contained in Section 15 of this part of Art. IX, the Board of 
Education was abolished by act of the legislature in 1864.-Laws of Iowa, 1864, Ch. 52. 
This act by the General Assembly rendered Sections 1 to 14 of the first part of Art. IX 
inoperative and obsolete, although they have not been repealed. 
when, upon the recommendation of two-thirds of the Board, the Governor may 
order a special session. 
SEC. 6. The Board of Education shall appoint a Secretary, who shall be the 
execotive officer of the Board, and perform such duties a s  may be imposed upon 
him by the Board, and the laws of the State. They shall keep a journal of their 
proceedings, which shall be published and distributed in the same manner a s  
the journals of the General Assembly. 
SEC. 7. All rules and regulations made by the Board shall be published and 
distributed to the several Counties, Townships, and School Districts, a s  may 
be provided for by the Board, and when so made. published and distributed, 
they shall have the force and effect of law. 
SEC. 8. The Board of Education shall have full power and authority to 
legislate and make all needful rules and regulations in relation to Commcln 
Schools, and other educational institutions, that  are instituted, to receive aid 
from the School or University fund of this State;  but all acts. rules, and regu- 
lations of said Board may be altered, amended or repealed by the General 
Assembly: and when so altered, amended, or repealed they shall not be re- 
enacted by the Board of Education. 
Sm. 9. The Governor of the State shall be, ~x OFFICIO, a member of s~rid 
Board. 
SEC. 10.  The Board shall have no power to levy taxes, or make appropriations 
of money. Their contingent expenses shall be provided for by the General 
Assembly. 
Sm. 11. The State University shall be established at one place without 
branches a t  any other place, and the University fund shall be applied to  that 
institution and no other. 
SEC. 12. The Board of Education shall provide for the education of all the 
youths of the State, through a system of Common Schools, and such scllools 
shall be organized and kept in each school district a t  least three months in each 
year. Any district failing, for two consecutive years, to organize and keep UP 
a school a s  aforesaid may be deprived of their portion of the school fund. 
SEC. 13. The members of the Board of Education shall each receive the 
same per diem during the time of their session, and mileage going to and 
returning therefrom, a s  members of the General Assembly. 
SEC. 14. A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business: but no rule, regulation, or law, for the government of 
Common schools or other educational institutions, shall pass without the con- 
currence of a majority of all the members of the Board, which shall be expressed 
by the yeas and nays on the final passage. The style of all acts of the Board 
shall be "Be it enacted by the Board of Education of the State of Iowa.'' 
SEC. 15. At any time after the year One thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
three, the General Assembly shall have power to abolish or re-organize said 
Board of Education, and provide for the educational interest of the State in 
any other manner tha t  to them shall seem best and proper. 
2ND. SCHOOL FUNDS AND SCHOOC LANDS. 
SECTION 1. The educational and school funds and lands, shall be under the 
control and management of the General Assembly of this State. 
Snc. 2. The University lands, and the proceeds thereof, and all monies 
belonging to said fund shall be a permanent fund for the sole use of the State 
University. The interest arising from the same shall be annually appropriated 
for the support and benefit of said University. 
SE. 3. The General Assembly shall encourage, by all suitable means, the 
promotion of intellectual, scientific, moral, and agricultural improvement. The 
proceeds of all lands that have been, or hereafter may be, granted by the 
United States to this State, for the support of schools, which may have been. 
or shall hereafter be sold, or disposed of, and the five hundred thousand acres 
of land granted to the new States, under a n  ac t  of Congress, distributing the 
proceeds of the public lands among the several States of the Union, approved 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, and all 
estates of deceased persons who may have died without leaving a will or heir, 
and also such per cent, as  has been or may hereafter be granted by Congress, 
on the sale of lands in this State, shall be, and remain a perpetual fund, the 
interest of which, together with all rents of the unsold lands, and such other 
means a s  the General Assembly may provide, shall be inviolably appropriated 
to the support of Common Schools throughout the State. 
SEC. 4. The money which may have been or shall be paid by persons a s  an 
equivalent for exemption from military duty, and the clear proceeds of all fines 
collected in the several Counties for any breach of the penal laws, shall be 
exclusively applied, in the several Counties in which such money is paid, or fine 
collected, among the several school districts of said Counties, in proportion to 
the number of youths subject to enumeration in such districts, to the support 
of Conln~on Schools, or the establishment of libraries, a s  the Board of Education 
shall from tillle to time provide. 
SEC. 5. The General Assembly shall take measures for the protection, im- 
provement, or other disposition of such lands a s  have been, or may hereafter 
be reserred, or granted by the United States, or any person or persons, t o  this 
State, for the use of the Unirersity, and the funds accruing from the rents or 
sale of such lands, or from any other source for the purpose aforesaid, shall 
be, and remain, a permanent fund, the interest of which shall be applied to 
the support of said University, for the promotion of literature, the a r t s  and 
sciences, a s  may be authorized by the terms of such grant. And it shall be the 
duty of the General Assembly a s  soon a s  may be, to provide official means for 
the improvenlent and permanent security of the funds of said University. 
SEC. 6. The financial agents of the school funds shall be the same, tha t  by 
law, receive and control the State and county revenue for other civil purposes. 
under such regulations a s  may be provided by law. 
SEC. 7. The money subject to the support and maintenance of Common 
Schools shall be distributed to the districts in proportion to the number of 
youths, between the ages of flve and twenty-one years, in such manner a s  may 
be provided by the General Assembly. 
ARTICLE X. 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 
SECTION 1. Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be 
proposed in either House of the General Assembly; and if the same shall be 
agreed to by a majority of the members elected to each of the two Houses, such 
proposed amendment shall be entered on their journals, with the yeas and nays 
taken thereon, and referred to the Legislature to be chosen a t  the next general 
election, and shall be published, as  provided by law, for three months previous 
to the time of making such choice; and if, in the General Assembly so next 
chosen a s  aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be agreed 
to, by a majority of all the members elected to each House, then i t  shall be the 
duty of the General Assembly to submit such proposed amendment or amend- 
ments to the people, in such manner, and a t  such time a s  the General Assembly 
shall provide; and if the people shall approve and ratify such amendment or 
amendments, by a majority of the electors qualified to vote for members of the 
General Assembly, voting thereon, such amendment or amendments shall be- 
come a part of the Constitution of this State. 
SEC. 2. If two or more amendments shall be submitted a t  the same time. 
they shall be submitted in such manner that  the electors shall vote for or against 
each of such amendments separately. 
SEC. 3. At the general election to be held in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy, and in each tenth year thereafter, and also a t  such times 
a s  the General Assembly may, by law, provide, the question, "Shall there be a 
Convention to revise the Constitution, and amend the same?" shall be decided 
by the electors qualifled to vote for members of the General Assembly; and in 
case a majority of the-electors so qualified, voting a t  such election, for and 
against such proposition, shall decide in favor of a Convention for such purpose. 
the General Assembly, a t  its next session, shall provide by law for the election 
of delegates to such Convention. 
ARTICLE XI. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
SECTION 1. The jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace shall extend to all civil 
cases, (except cases in chancery, and cases where the question of title to  real 
estate may arise,) where the amount in controversy does not exceed one hundred 
dollars, and by the consent of parties may be extended to any amount not 
exceeding three hundred dollars. 
Sm. 2. NO new County shall be hereafter created containing less than four 
hundred and thirty-two square miles; nor shall the territory of any organized 
county be reduced below that a r ea ;  except the County of Worth, and the coun- 
ties west of it, along the Northern boundary of this State, may be organized 
without additional territory. 
SEC. 3. NO county. or other political or municipal corporation shall be allowed 
to become indebted in any manner, or for any purpose, to a n  amount, in the 
aggregate, exceeding five per centum on the value of the taxable property within 
such county or corporation-to be ascertained by the last State and county 
tax lists. previous to the incurring of such indebtedness. 
SEC. 4. The boundaries of the State may be enlarged. with the consent of 
Congress and the General Assembly. 
SEC. 5. Every person elected or appointed to any omce, shall, before entering 
upon the duties thereof. take an  oath or affirmation to support the Constitution 
of the United States, and of this State. and also an  oath of office. 
Sac. 6. In all cases of elections to flll vacancies in omce occurring before 
the expiration of a full term, the person so elecred shall hold for the residue of 
the unexpired term; and all persons appoinred ro fill vacancies in office, shall 
hold until the next general election, and until their successors are  elected and 
qualified. 
SEC. 7. The General Assembly shall not locate any of the public lands, which 
have been, or may be granted by Congress to this State, and the location of 
which may be given to the General Assembly, upon lands actually settled, with- 
out the consent of the occupant. The extent of the claim of such occupant, 
so exempted, shall not exceed three hundred and twenty acres. 
SEC. 8. The seat of Government is hereby permanently established, a s  now 
fixed by law at the City of Des Moines, in the County of Polk: and the State 
University. a t  Iowa City, in the County of Johnson. 
ARTICLE XII. 
SCHEDULE. 
SECTION 1. This Constitution sllall be the supreme law of the State, and 
any law inconsistent therewith, shall be void. The General Assembly shall pass 
all laws necessary to carry this Constitution into effect. 
SEC. 2. All laws now in force and not inconsistent with this Constitution. 
shall remafn in force until they shall expire or be repealed. 
SEC. 3. All indictments, prosecutions, suits, pleas, plaints, process, and other 
proceedings pending in any of the courts, shall be prosecuted to final judgment 
and execution; and all appeals, writs of error, certiorari, and injunctions, shall 
be carried on in the several courts. in the same manner a s  now provided by 
law; and all offenses, misdemeanors, and crimes that  may have been committed 
before the taking effect of this Constitution, shall be subject to indictment, trial 
and punishment, in the same manner a s  they would have been, had not this 
Constitution been made. 
SEc. 4. All fines, penalties, or forfeitures due, or to become due, or accruing 
to the State, or to any County therein, or to  the school fund, shall inure to the 
State, county, or school fund, in the manner prescribed by law. 
SEC. 6 .  All bonds executed to the State, or to any omcer in his official capacity 
shall remain in force and inure to the use of those concerned. 
SEC. 6. The first election under this Constitution shall be held on the second 
Tuesday in October, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven, 
a t  which time the electors of the State shall elect the Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor. There shall also be elected a t  such election, the successors of such 
State Senators a s  were elected a t  the August election, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and flfty-four, and members of the House of Representatives, who 
shall be elected in accordance with the act  of apportionment, enacted a t  the 
session of the General Assembly which commenced on the flrst Monday of 
December one thousand eight hundred and flfty-six. 
SEC. 7. The first election for Secretary, Auditor, and Treasurer of State. 
Attorney General, District Judges, Members of the Board of Education. District 
Attorneys, members of Congress, and such State officers a s  shall be elected a t  
the April election, in the year One thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 
(except the Superintendent of Public Instruction,) and such county officers a s  
were elected a t  the August election, in the year One thousand eight hundred and 
Bfty-six, except Prosecuting Attorneys, shall be held on the second Tuesday of 
October. One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight: PROVIDED, That the time 
for which any District Judge or other State or County officer elected a t  the April 
election in the year One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, shall not extend 
beyond the time fixed for fllling like offices a t  the October election in the year 
One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight. 
Sloc. 8. The first election for Judges of the Supreme Court. and such County 
officers a s  shall be elected a t  the August election, in the year One thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven, shall be held on the second Tuesday of October. 
in the year One thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine. 
SEC. 9. The first regular session of the General Assembly shall be held tn 
the year One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, commencing on the second 
Monday of January of said year. 
SEC. 10. Senators elected a t  the August election, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-six, shall continue in office until the second Tuesday of 
October, in the year one thousand eight hundred and flfty-nine, a t  which time 
their successore shall be elected a s  may he prescribed by law. 
SEC. 11. Every person elected by popular vote, by a vote of the General 
Assembly. or who may hold office by executive appointment, which office is 
continued by this Constitution, and every person who shall be so elected or 
appointed, to any such office, before the taking effect of this Constitution. (except 
as  in this Constitution otherwise provided,) shall continue in office until the 
term for which such person has been or may be elected or appointed shall 
expire; but no such person shall continue in office after the taking effect of this 
Constitution, for a longer period than the term of such office, in this Constitution 
prescribed. 
SEC. 12.  The Ueneral Assembly, a t  the first session under this Constitution. 
shall district the State into eleven Judicial Districts, for District Court purposes ; 
and shall also provide for the apportionment of the members of the General 
Assembly, in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. 
SEC. 13. This Constitution shall be submitted to the electors of the State a t  
the August election, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, in 
the several election districts in this State. The ballots a t  such election shall be 
written or printed a s  follows: Those in favor of :he Constitution, "New Consti- 
tution-Yes." Those against the Constitution, New Constitution-NO." The 
election shall be conducted in the same manner a s  the general election of the 
State, and the poll-books shall be returned and canvassed a s  provided in the 
twenty-fifth chapter of the code, and abstracts shall be forwarded to  the 
Secretary of State, which abstracts shall be canvassed in the manner provided 
for the canvass of State officers. And if it shall appear tha t  a majority of all 
the votes cast a t  such election for and against this Constitution are in favor of 
the same. the Governor shall immediately issue his proclamation stating that 
fact, and such Constitution shall be the Constitution of the State of iowa, and 
shall take effect from and after the publication of said proclamation. 
SEC. 14. At the same election tha t  this Constitution is  submitted t o  the 
people for its adoption or rejection, a proposition to amend the same by striking 
out the word 'white' from the article on the Right of Suffrage, shall be separately 
submitted to the electors of this State for adoption or rejection in the manner 
following-Namely: A separate ballot may be given by every person having 
a right to vote a t  said election, to be deposited in a separate box: and those 
given for the adoption of such proposition shall have the words, "Shall the 
word 'White' be stricken out of the Article on the Right of Suffrage? Yes." 
And those given against the proposition shall have the words, "Shall the word 
'White' be stricken out of the Article on the Right of Suffrage? No." And if a t  
said election the number of ballots cast in favor of said proposition shall be 
equal to a majority of those cast for and against this Constitution, then said 
word White" shall be stricken from said Article and be no part tllereof.ze 
Sm. 15. Until otherwise directed by law, the County of Mills shall be in and 
a part  of the sixth Judicial District of this State. 
[SEE. 16. The first general election after the adoption of this amendment 
shall he held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in the year 
one thousand nine hundred and six, and general elections shall be held biennially 
thereafter. In the year one thousand nine hundred and six there shall be elected 
a governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer 
of state, attorney general, two judges of the supreme court, the successors of 
the judges of the district court whose terms of office expire on December 31st, 
one thousand nine hundred and six, state senators who would otherwise be 
chosen in the year one thousand nine hundred and five, and members of the 
house of representatives. The terms of office of the judges of the supreme court 
which would otherwise expire on December 31st, in odd number years, and 
all other elective state, county and township officers whose terms of office would 
otherwise expire in January in the year one thousand nine hundred and six, and 
members of the general assembly whose successors would otherwise be chosen 
a t  the general election in the year one thousand nine hundred and five, a re  hereby 
extended one year and until their successors a r e  elected and qualified. The 
terms of offices of senators whose successors would otherwise be chosen in the 
year one thousand nine hundred and seven are  hereby extended one year and 
until their successors are  elected and qualified. The general assmbly shall 
make such changes in the law governing the time of election and term of office 
of all other elective officers as shall be necessary to  make the time of their 
election and terms of office conform to this amendment, and shall provide which 
of the judges of the supreme court shall serve as chief justice. The general 
assembly shall meet in regular session on the second Monday in January, in 
the year one thousand nine hundred and six, and also on the second Monday 
in January, in the year one thousand nine hundred and seven, and biennially 
thereafter.127 
Done in Convention a t  Iowa City, this fifth day of March in the year of our 
Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America, the eighty-first. 
26This proposition was voted down at  the time the Constitution was adopted. 
27Section 16 was added by an amendment adopted in 1904. 
In testimony whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names. 
Timothy Day Lewis Todhunter 
S. G. Winchester John Edwards 
David Bunker J. C. Traer 
D. P. Palmer James F. Wilson 
Geo. W. Ells Amos Harris 
J. C. Hall Jno. T. Clark 
John H. Peters S. Ayres 
Wm. A. Warren Harvey J. Skiff 
H. W. Gray J. A. Parvin 
Robt. Cower W. Penn. Clarke 
H. D. Gibson Jeremiah Hollingsworth 
Thomas Seely Wm. Patterson 
A. H. Marvin D. W. Price 
J. H. Emerson Alpheus Scott 
R. L. B. Clark George Gillaspy 
James A. Young Edward Johnstone 
H. D. Solomon Aylett R. Cotton 
M. W. Robinson FRANCIS SPRINGER, PresMmt 
Attest :-Th : J.  SAUNDERS, Secretary. 
E. N. BATEE, Asst. Sew.  
James W. Grimes, Governor when the constitution was adopted. 
POPULATION O F  IOWA: 1840 TO 1950 Increase Over Preceding Cenaua 
Per Census Year Po~ulation Number cent 
1950 .............................. 2,621,073 74,300 2.9 
1940 .............................. 2,538,268 67,329 4.2 
1930 .............................. 2,470,939 66,918 2.8 
1920 .............................. 2,404.021 179.250 8.1 
.............................. 1910 2,224,771 -71082 -0.3 
.............................. 1900 2,231,853 319,556 16.7 
.............................. 1890 1,912,297 287,682 17.7 
.............................. 1880 1,624.615 430,595 36.1 
.............................. 1870 1,194,020 519,107 76.9 
.............................. 1860 674,913 482,699 251.1 
.............................. 1850 192,214 149,102 345.8 
1840 .............................. *43,112 
...... .... 
*Includes population of area now constituting that part of Minnesota lying west af the 
Mississippi River and a line drawn from its m e  northward to the C e h  h d u r .  
This arer formed s Part ai Iowa Territmy in 184. 
Signators to the Constitution of Iowa 
Facsimile signatures of the men who made and signed the Constitution. 
Governor Grimes' Proclamation 
Facsimile of the Proclamation by Governor James W. Grimes declaring 
the instrument adopted, and "to be the supreme law of the State." 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF IOWA 
AMENDMENTS O F  18682s 
1st. Strike the word "white" from section one of article two thereof. 
Zd. Strike the word "white" from section thirty-three of article three thereof 
3d. Strike the word "white" from section thirty-four of article three thereof. 
4th. Strike the word "white" from section thirty-five of article three thereof. 
5th. Strike the word "white" from section one of article six thereof. 
AMENDMENT OF 188Om 
Strike out the words "free white" from the third line of section four (4 )  of 
article three (3)  of said constitution, relating to  the legislative department. 
AMENDMENT O F  188280 
Add a s  section 26 to article I of said Constitution the following: Section 26. 
No person shall manufacture for sale, or sell, or keep for sale, a s  a beverage, any 
intoxicating liquors whatever, including ale, wine and beer. The General Assembly 
shall by law prescribe regulations for the enforcement of the prohibition herein 
contained, and shall thereby provide suitable penalties for the violation of the 
provisions hereof. 
AMENDMENTS O F  188491 
Amendment 1. The general election for state, district, county and township 
offlcers shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November. 
Amendment 2. At  any regular session of the General Assembly, the State 
may be divided into the necessary Judicial Districts for District Court purposes, 
or the said Districts may be reorganized and the number of the Districts and 
the Judges of said Courts increased or diminished; but no reorganization of 
the Districts or diminution of the Judges shall have the effect of removing a . -- - - - - - 
Judge from offlce. 
Amendment 3. The grand jury may consist of any number of members not 
less than five, nor more than fifteen, a s  the General Assembly may by law 
provide, or the General Assembly may provide, for holding persons to answer 
for any criminal offense without the intervention of a grand jury. 
Amendment 4. That. section 13 of article 5 of the Constitution be stricken 
therefrom, and the following adopted a s  such section: 
SECTION 13. The qualified electors of each county shall, at the general election 
in the year 1886, and every two years thereafter elect a County Attorney, who 
shall be a resident of the county for which he is  elected, and shall hold his office 
for two years, and until his successor shall have been elected and qualified. 
AMENDMENTS O F  190482 
Add a s  section 16, to article XI1 of the Constitution, the  following: 
SEC. 16 The first general election after the adoption of this amendment 
shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in the 
year one thousand nine hundred and six, and general elections shall be held 
biennially thereafter. I n  the year one thousand nine hundred and six there 
shall be elected a governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, auditor of 
state, treasurer of state, attorney general, two judges of the supreme court, 
the successors of the judges of the district court whose terms of office expire on 
28These amendments were proposed by the General Assembly in 1866: readopted in 
1868; ratified by the voters on November 3 1868. and proclaimed adopted on December 
8, 1868.-Laws of Iowa. 1866. Ch. 98, p. 10k, 186k Ch. 68. P- 93. 
2gThis amendment was proposed by the General Assemb!~ in 1878: readopted by the 
General Assembly in 1880: ratified by the voters at the elect~on on November 2, 1880: and 
proclaimed adopted on December 3. 1880.-Laws of Zowa, 1818. Joint Resolution No. 5. 
p. 178. 1880. Joint Resolution No. 6, p. 214. 
8oThis amendment was proposed by the *nerd .Assembly in 1880; readopted by the 
General Assembly In 1882: ratified at  a spec~al elect~on held on June 27. 1882: and certl- 
fied adopted on July 28. 1882. On April 21. 1883. the Supreme Court of Iowa. in Koehler 
and Lange v. Hill, decided that the amendment, because of ~rregular~ties. had not been 
legally submitted to the voters and was therefore, not legally adopted.-Laws of Iowa, 
180, Joint Resolution No. 8, p. 216, 1882, Joint Resolution No. 8, p.  178: 60 Iowa 643. 
3lThese amendments were proposed by the General Assembly In 1882; readopted by 
the General Assembly in 1884; ratified by the voters at  the election on November 4. 1884; 
and certified adopted on December 10, 1884.-Laws of Iowa, 1882, Joint Resolution NO. 
12. P. 181, 1884, Joint Resolution No. 13, PP. 234. 235. 
SzThese amendments were proposed by the General Assembly in 1902; readopted by 
the General Assembly in 1904: ratified by the voters a t  the general dectlon on November 
8 1904 and certified adopted on November 29, 1904.-Laws of Zo~ua, 1902, Joint Reso- 
1;tions'~os. 2 and 6, p. 198, 1904 Joint Resolutions Nos. 1 and 2. pp. 207. 208. 
December 31sf one thousand nine hundred and six, state senators who would 
otl~erwise be chosen in the year one thousand nine hundred and five, and mem- 
bers of the house of representatives. The terms of ollice of the judges of the 
supreme Court which would otherwise expire on December 31sf in odd numbered 
years, and all other elective state, county and township offlcers whose terms of 
office would otherwise expire in January in the year one thousand nine hundred 
and six, and members of the general assembly whose successors would otherwise 
be chosen a t  the general election in the year one thousand nine hundred and 
five. a re  hereby extended one year and until their successors a r e  elected and 
qualified. The terms of office of senators whose successors would otherwise 
be chosen in the year one thousand nine hundred and seven are  hereby extended 
one year and until their successors are elected and qualified. The general 
assembly shall make such changes in the law governing the time of election and 
term of office of all other elective officers a s  shall be necessary to make the 
time of their election a.nd terms of office conform to this amendment, and shall 
provide which of the judges of the supreme court shall serve a s  chief justice. 
The general assembly shall meet in regular session on the second Monday in 
January, in the year one thousand nine hundred and six, and also on the second 
Monday in January, in the gear one thousand nine hundred and seven, and 
biennially thereafter. 
That sections thirty-four (34 ) .  thirty-five (35)  and thirty-six (36) of article 
three (3) of the Constitution of the State of Iowa, be repealed and the following 
adopted in lieu thereof: 
SEC. 34. The Senate shall be composed of flfty members to be elected 
from the several senatorial districts, established by law and a t  the next session 
of the general assembly held following the taking of the state and national 
census, they shall be apportioned among the several counties or districts of the 
state, according to population a s  shown by the last  preceding census. 
Sm. 35. The House of Representatives shall consist of not more than one 
hundred and eight members. The ratio of representatives shall be determined 
by dividing the whole number of the population of the state a s  shown by the 
last preceding state or national census, by the whole number of counties then 
existing or organized, but each county shall constitute one representative district 
and be entitled to one representative, but each county having a population in 
excess of the ratio number, a s  herein provided of three fifths or more of such 
ratio number shall be entitled to one additional representative, but said addition 
shall extend only to the nine counties having the greatest population. 
Snc. 36. The General Assembly shall. a t  the first regular session held follow- 
ing the adoption of this amendment, and a t  each succeeding regular session 
held next after the taking of such census, fix the ratio of representation, and 
apportion the additional representatives, a s  hereinbefore required. 
AMENDMENT O F  1908m 
That there be added to  Section eighteen (18) of Article one (1) of the Con- 
stitution of the State of Iowa, the following: 
"The General Assembly, however, may pass laws permitting the owners of 
lands to  construct drains, ditches, and levees for agricultural, sanitary or 
mining purposes across the lands of others, and provide for the organization of 
drainage districts, vest the proper authorities with power to  construct and main- 
tain levees, drains and ditches and to keep in repair all drains, ditches, and 
levees heretofore constructed under thc laws of the state, by special assess- 
ments u p m  the property benefltted thereby. The General Assembly may provide 
by law for the condemnation of such real estate a s  shall be necessary for the 
construction and maintenance of such drains, ditches and levees, and prescribe 
the method of making such condemnation." 
AMENDMENT OF 191684 
To repeal Section seven (7)  of Article two (2) of the Constitution of Iowa and 
to adopt in lieu thereof the following, to wit: 
"The general election for state, district, county and township offlcers in the 
year 1916 shall be held in the same month and on the same day a s  that  Axed by 
the laws of the United States for the election of presidential electors, or of 
33This amendment was proposed by the General Assembly in 1906: readopted by the 
General Assembly In 1907: ratified at  the general election on November 3, 1908: and eer- 
tified adopted on November 23, 1908.-Laws of Iowa. 1906, Joint Resolution No. 1. p. 
210. 1907, House Joint Resolution No. 2. p. 282. 
84This amendment ans proposed by the General Assembly in 1913: readopted by the 
General Assembly in 1915: rnt~fied by the voters a t  the general election on November 7, 
1916: and certified adopted on November 27, 1916.-Laws of Iowa. 1913. Houae Joint 
Resolution No. 3. P. 422. 1915. Ch. 210. pp. 263. 264. 
president and  vice-president of the United S ta tes ;  a n d  thereafter such election 
shall be held a t  such time as the  general assembly may by law provide." 
AMENDMENT O F  1 9 2 6 m  
SLrike out  the word "male" from Section four ( 4 )  of Article three ( 3 )  of said 
Constitution, relating to the legislative department. 
AMENDMENT O F  192888 
That  the  period (.) at the  end of said Section thirty-four ( 3 4 )  of Article 
three ( 3 )  of the Constitution of the S ta te  of Iowa be stricken and the fol10Wing 
Inserted : 
". but no county shall be entitled to more than one (1) senator." 
AMENDMENT O F  193687 
Amend Article three (111) b y  repealing Section thirty-three ( 3 3 )  relattng to 
the s ta te  census. 
AMENDMENT O F  194288 
That  Article seven (VII )  of the  Constitution of the State of Iowa be amended 
by adding thereto, as Section eight ( 8 )  thereof, the following: 
"All motor vehicle registration fees and a l l  licenses and  excise taxes on  motor 
vehicle fucl, except cost of administration, shall be used exclusively for  the 
construction. maintenance and  sunervision of the  nuhlic hlghways exclusiveIy 
within the  s ta te  or  for the  of bonds issued-or to be issued  for  t h e  con- 
struction of such public highways and  tlie payment of interest on such bonds." 
AMENDMENTS O F  195280 
Amendment 1. That  section four ( 4 )  of Article IV of the Constitution of 
lowa be amended by adding thereto tlie following: "If, upon the  completion 
of the canvass of votes for Governor a n d  Lieutenant Governor by the General 
Assembly, it shall appear t h a t  the person who received the highest number of 
votes for Governor h a s  since died, 'esigned, is unable to qualify, fails to  quallfy. 
or for  any  other reason is  unable to assume t h e  duties of the office of Governor 
for the ensuing term, the powers and duties of the office sliaII devolve upon the 
person who received the highest number of votes for  Lieutenant Governor until 
the disability is  removed and. uDon inauguration. he shall assume the Dowers 
. - 
and duties i f  Governor." 
- 
Amendment 2. Tha t  section nineteen ( 1 9 )  of Article IV of the Constitution 
of Iowa be r e ~ e a l e d  and  the followine a d o ~ t e d  i n  lieu thereof: "If there be a 
vacancy in the office of Governor and-the Lieutenant Governor shall by reason 
of death, impeachment, resignation, removal from office, or other disability 
become incapable of performing the  duties pertaining to  the office of Governor. 
the President pro tempore of tlie Senate shall act  a s  Governor until the vacancy 
is fllled or  the disability removed; and  if the  President pro tempore of the 
Senate, fo r  a n y  of the above causes, shall be incapable of performing the duties 
pertaining to the office of Governor tlie same shall devolve upon the Speaker of 
the  House of Representatives; and  if the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, for  a n y  of the above causes, shall be incapable of performing the  duties 
of the office of Governor, the Justices of the Supreme Court shall convene the 
General Assembly by proclamation and  the General Assembly shall organize 
by the election of a President pro tempore by the Senate a n d  a Speaker by the 
House of Representatives. The General Assembly shall thereupon immediately 
proceed to  the election of a Governor and Lieutenant Governor in joint con- 
vention." 
85This amendment was proposed by the General Assembly in 1923; readopted by the 
General Assembly in 1925: ratified by the voters a t  the election held on November 2. 
1926: and cert~fied adouted on November 26. 1926.-Laws of Iowa.  1923. Ch. 387, p. 427. 
1925. Ch. 282, P. 305. 
3GThis amendment was proposed by the General Assembly in 1926: readopted b~ the 
General Assembly in 1927: ratified by vote of the people a t  the election on November 6 .  
1928. and certified adopted on November 30. 1928.-Laws of Iowa.  1926. Ch. 279, P. 302. 
1927, Ch. 363, p. 356 
37This amendment 'was proposed by the General Assembly in 1933: readopted by the 
General Assembly in 1935. ratified by the voters at  the election held on November 3, 1936: 
and certified adopted on >anuary 14. 1937.-Laws of Iowa. 1933, Ch. 268, P. 309. 1935. 
Ch. 223, P. 288. 
38This amendment was proposed by the General Assembly in 1939: readopted by the 
General Assembly in 1941: ratified by the voters a t  the election November 3. 1942. and 
adoption cert~fied November 24. 1942.-Laws of l o w a .  1939. Ch. 307, p. 416. 1941. Ch. 
942. n. 240. . 
3o~hese-amendments were proposed by the General Assembly in 1949: readopted by 
the General Assembly in 1 9 5 1  ratified by the voters a t  the election November 4. 1952. 
and adoption certified ~ecemder 8 .  1952.-Lama of Iow~a. 1949. Ch. 309. p. 397: 1961. 
Ch. 268. D. 353. 
OLD ZION CHURCH, BURLINGTON 
The first Territorial and the first State Capitol of lowa. 
FIRST BUlLDZNG USED A S  STATE CAPITOL A T  IOWA CITY 
The two houses of the Fourth Territorial Legislative Assembly of 
Iowa convened on Monday, December 16, 1841, in the frame building 
erected by Walter Butler on the corner of Clinton and Washington 
Streets in Iowa City, where Whetstone's drug store now stands. 
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OLD CAPITOL BUILDING, IOWA CITY 
O n  December  2, 1842, the n e w  S tone  Capi to l  was occupied at t h e  open- 
i n g  of the F i f t h  Legislative Assembly,  hav ing  been erec ted  at I o w a  C i ty  
as t h e  pe rmanen t  capi to l  of t h e  terri tory.  
Where Iowa laws were first  m a d e  i n  D e s  Moines. 
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The State of Iowa 
HE Ind ians  who f i rs t  roamed  these  pra i r ies  called it Iowa,  which 
i s  Ind ian  f o r  "This i s  t h e  Place" or "The Beaut i fu l  Land." Iowa 
completed 100 y e a r s  of s ta tehood on December  28, 1946. It w a s  
t h e  twentv-ninth  s t a t e  admi t t ed  to the Union a n d  w a s  t h e  f i rs t  
~ ~-~ 
f r e e  s t a t e  west o f U t h e  Mississippi River. T h e r e  were 100,000 res idents  
w h e n  Iowa became a state. N o w  w e  h a v e  2,621,073. 
I o w a  w a s  a p a r t  of t h e  vast P.rovince of Louisana  pu rchased  by the 
Uni t ed  States f r o m  France .  O the r  states h a d  been fo rmed  i n  t h i s  region, 
b u t  I o w a  was t h e  f i rs t  state carved o u t  a n d  established w i t h  soil for -  
eve r  dedicated to h u m a n  freedom. T h e  p roba t iona ry  t i m e  as a t e r r i t o ry  
was f o r  e i g h t  a n d  a half  y e a r s  a n d  it h a d  been only  1 3  y e a r s  s ince  t h e  
f i rs t  legal  se t t lements .  Mining of lead  h a d  been engaged  in at Dubuque  
s ince  1788, b y  f a v o r  of t h e  Indians,  a n d  t h e r e  h a d  been feeble efforts at 
colonization a long  t h e  r i ve r  unde r  Span i sh  g ran t s ,  b u t  n o t  un t i l  1833, 
following t h e  B l a c k  H a w k  war, did t h e  h o m e  seeke r s  s ecu re  t i t le  t o  t he i r  
holdings. 
Span i sh  a n d  French monarchs  h a d  vague cla ims of jurisdiction over 
t h e  region, b u t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  of ne i the r  country h a d  ever been set u p  
pe rmanen t ly  in a n y  p a r t  of w h a t  is n o w  Iowa. T h e  Uni ted  States closed 
o u t  t h e  F r e n c h  c l a im  b y  pu rchase  i n  1803, a f t e r  wh ich  local au tho r i ty  
sh i f ted  f requent ly ;  namely,  Ind iana  t e r r i t o ry  given jurisdiction, 1804; 
Louisana  t e r r i t o ry  organized w i t h  St. Louis  capital ,  1805; Iowa in- 
cluded in Missouri  te r r i tory ,  1812; when  Missouri  became a s t a t e ,  I o w a  
l e f t  w i thou t  government, 1821; Te r r i t o ry  of Michigan with a capi ta l  at 
De t ro i t  g iven jurisdiction, 1834; became t h e  m a j o r  p a r t  of Wisconsin 
ter r i tory ,  1836; organized a n d  n a m e d  Te r r i t o ry  of Iowa, 1838; s ta tehood 
first  authorized,  1845; o.rganized as a state, 1846. 
ORIGINATION AND NAMING OF IOWA COUNTIES 
County-Date Named in  honor of 
Adair 185GGen.  John Adair, war of 1812; 6th governor of Kentucky. 
Adams 1853-President John Ada.ms, 2nd president of U. S. 
Allamakee 1849-Allan Makee, lndlan trader. 
Apgaiioose 184CChief  of Sac and Fox tribes. 
Audubon 1851-John James Audubon, eminent naturalist. 
Benton 1846-Senator 'l'homas Har t  Benton of Missouri. 
Black Hawk 1843-Famous Chief of Sac and Fox tribes. 
Boone 1849-Capt. Nathan Boone, Army ofticer In the territory. 
Uremer 1853-Frederika Bremer, Swedish traveler and author. 
Buchanan 1837--James Buchanan, 15th president of U. S. 
Buena Vista 1859-Final victory field of Gen. Taylor in Mexican war. 
Butler 1854-Gen. William 0. Eutler, Mexican war. 
Calhoun 1 8 5 M o h n  Calhoun, U. S. senator. 
Carroll 1854-Charles Carroll, signer Declaration of Independence. 
Cass 1853-Senator Lewis Cass, Michigan. 
Cedar 1838-Red Cedar River, runs through county. 
Cerro Gordo 1857-Famous battlefield of War  with Mexico. 
Cherokee 1857-Famous southern Indian tribe. 
Chickasaw 1853-Prominent Indian Nation of the  South. 
Clarke 1851-James Clarke, Governor of the territory. 
Clay 1858-Lt. Col. Henry Clay. Jr., of Kentucky, who fell  in battle of Buena 
Vista. 
Clayton 1837-Senator John Middleton Clayton, of Delaware. 
Clinton 1840-De Witt  Clinton, 5th governor of New York. 
Crawford 1855-Wm. H: Crawford, Secretary of the  Treasury. 1817-25. 
Dallas 1847-George Mifflin Dallas, vice president of U. S. 
Davis 1844-Garret Davis, representative, Kentucky. 
Decatur 1860-Stephen Decatur, distinguished Naval officer. 
Delaware 1844-Senator John Clavton. Delaware. 
Des Moines 1834-The river by tKat name. 
Dickinson 1858-Senator Daniel S. Dickinson of New York. 
Dubuque 1837-Julien Du Buque, first white sett ler  in Iowa. 
Emmet 1859-Robert Emmet, Irish patriot of 1798. 
Fayette 1847-Marquis de La Fayette. 
Floyd 1854-Sgt. Charles Floyd of Lewis and Clark's expedition, died 1804, 
buried on banks of Missouri river. First white man whose death and 
burial in Iowa are of record. 
Franklin 1855-Benjamin Franklin. 
Fremont 1850-Lt. Col. John Charles Fremont, Mexican war. 
Greene 1854-Gen. Nathaniel Greene, Revolutionary war. 
Grundy 1856Felix Grundy of Tennessee. 
Guthrie 1851-Captain Edwin Guthrie, Iowa vounteers, Mexican war. 
Hamilton 1857-Senator Wm. W. Hamilton, president Iowa senate. 
Hancock 1858-John Hancock, president Continental Congress. 
Hardin 1853-Col. John J. Hardin, Illinois. Killed in Mexican war. 
Harrison 1853-William Henry Harrison, ninth president of the U. S. 
Henry 1839-Gen. Henry Dodge, Governor of Wisconsin territory. 
Howard 1839-Gen. Tighlman A. Howard of Indiana. 
Humboldt 1857-Baron Friedlich Alexander von Humboldt. German scientist. 
Ida 1855-Eliphalet Price suggested the name. 
Towa 1845-For river that crosses county. 
Jackson 1838-Andrew Jackson, 7th president of U. S. 
Jasper 1846-Sgt. William Jasper, Revolutionary war. 
Jefferson 1839-Thomas Jefferson, 3rd president 0f.U. S. 
Johnson 1838-Richard Mentor Johnson, vice president of U. S. 
Jones 1847-George Wallace Jones, 1st delegate in Congress from Wisconsin 
territory. 
Keokuk 1844-Keokuk, Chief of Sac tribe. 
Kossuth 1851-Louis Icossuth, Hungarian patriotic leader. 
Lee 1 8 3 6 0 f  the New York Land company, owners of extensive interests in 
the half breed tract. 
Linn 1839-Senator Lewis Field Linn, Missouri. 
Louisa 1837-Louisa Massey. 
Lucas 1849-Robert Lucas, 1st governor of Iowa territory. 
Lyon 1870-Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon. 
Madison 1846James  Madison, 4th president of U. S. 
Mahaska 1844--Chief of the Iowa tribe-interpreted "White Cloud". 
Marion 1845-Francis Marion, Revolutionary war. 
Marshall 1845-John Marshall, 4th Chief Justice of U. S. 
Millq 1x51-Maior Frederick Mills. Towa officer in Mexican war. 
Mitchell 1x54-.Tohn Mitchell. Irish refugee of 1848. 
Monona 1854-Of Indian origin. 
Monroe 1845-James Monroe. 5th president of U. S. 
Mont~nmery 1853-Gen. Richard Montgomery, killed at  assault of Quebec, 
1775. 
Muscatine 1836-Island forming. feature of this and Louisa countv. 
O'Brien 1860-William Smith a'Brien, a leader for Irish ~ndependence in 1848. 
Osceola 1871-Famous southern Indian chieftain. 
Page 1847-Cant. John Page, 4th U. S. Infantry, mortally wounded in the 
battle of Palo Alto. 
Palo Alto 1x58-First battlefield-victory of Mexican war. 
Plymo~th 1858-Landinp place of the Mayflower settlers. 
Pocahontas 1859-Virginia Indian princess. 
Polk 1846-James Knox Polk, 11th president of the U. S. 
Pottawattamie 1847-Indian tribe. former Dossessors of territory. 
Poweshick 7x48-Prominent Chief of the Sacs. 
Ringpold 185.5-Maior Samuel Ringgold, mortally wounded in Mexican war. 
Sac 185fi-Indian trihe 
-. . .. . . - - . - -. 
Scott 1837-Maior General Winfield Scott, negotiated 1st treaty purchasing 
lands in Iowa from Indians. 
Shelby 1853-Gen. Isaac Shelby, 1st governor of Kentucky. 
Sioux 1860-Indian tribe. 
Story 184fi-.Toseph Storey. Associute Justice of U. S. Supreme court. 
Tama 1852-Taomah, an Indian celebrity. 
Taylor 1851-General Zachary Taylor, 12th president of U. S. 
TTnion 1853-Union of the states. 
Van Ruren 1836-Martin Van Buren, 8th president of U. S. 
Wapello 1x44-Chief of Fox Indian tribes. 
Warren 1846-General Josenh Warren of Revolutionary war. 
Washinpton 1PA9-Georre Washington, 1st president of U. S. 
Wavne 1851-General Anthony Wayne of Revolutionary war. 
Wnbster 1851-Daniel Wehnter. 
Winneba~o 7x51-Indian tribe. 
"'inneshiek lQ.51-Chief of the Winneba~nes. 
nroodh~lro 1852-Levi Woodhnrv of New Ramnnhire. 
Worth 1R51-Msior General William .T. Worth. Mexiran war. 
W r i ~ h t  1R51--Silas Wriaht. 12th povernor of New York and also Joseph A. 
Wripht, governor of Indiana. 
Stepping Stones Along the Way 
Iowa is  Indian for  "This is the  Place," o r  "The Beautiful Land." 
Centuries of wilderness, four glacial epochs prepared soil of Iowa. 
Upper Mississippi River and Iowa discovered June  17, 1673, by Mar- 
quette and Joliet, 181 years a f te r  Columbus found America. 
Iowa, favorite Indian hunting land, purchased with Louisiana, 1803. 
Black Hawk purchase, 1833, opened eastern Iowa t o  white settlers. 
Second purchase, 1837; central Iowa, 1842; northwest Iowa, 1851. 
In four  years, 1833-1836, Iowa grew rapidly and became a territory. 
Capitals--Burlington, 1838; Iowa City, 1841; Des Moines, 1857. 
Firs t  Settlement-Lee County, 1820; Burlington, 1832; Dubuque, 1833. 
School opened in Lee County, 1830; first newspaper, Dubuque, 1836. 
Gen. Robert Lucas of Ohio, appointed governor of territory, 1838. 
Ansel Briggs, Jackson County, elected first governor of state, 1846. 
F i r s t  locomotive into Iowa at Davenport, 1854; across Iowa, 1867. 
S ta te  c a ~ i t o l  built. 1873-1886; state historical building, 1899-1904; state 
office builiing, 1951; 
Iowans in the  wars: Civil War,  72,252, Iowa population 674,913; Span- 
ish-American, 5,859, Iowa population 2,058,069; World W a r  I, 114,213, 
Iowa population 2,358,066; World W a r  11, 262,838, Iowa population 
2,538,268: Korean conflict, 70,500, Iowa population 2,621,073. 
' 1owa 'icknamed "Hawkeye State" by  e a r l y  editors and pioneers. 
"In all t h a t  is good Iowa affords the  best."-Sidney A. Foster. 
"Our liberties we  prize and our rights we  will maintain."-Iowa motto. 
"Iowa, her affections like the  rivers of her  borders, flow t o  an in- 
separable union."-Inscription by  Lt. Gov. Enoch W. Eastman,  on the  
Iowa stone in  the  Washington monument. 
Iowa's F i r s t  Century of Statehood ended December 28, 1946. 
Iowa Chronology 
1673-Iowa first seen, Mississippi explored, taken over f o r  France. 
1762-Louisiana, including Iowa, ceded by  France t o  Spain. 
1788--Julien Du Buque commenced mining lead ore with the Indians. 
1799-Jean Faribault traded with the  Indians near  present s ta te  capital. 
1800-Louisiana returned t o  France from Spain by secret treaty. 
1803-United States  bought Louisiana from Napoleon for  $15,000,000. 
1804--Indiana territory established t o  include what  is  now Iowa. 
1805-Pike explored the Mississippi; Lewis and Clark the  Missouri. 
1805-Louisiana territory organized with St. Louis the  capital. 
1808-Army post and Indian factory established at F o r t  Madison. 
1812-Iowa became a p a r t  of Missouri territory, newly formed. 
1816-Fort Armstrong established on Rock Island. 
1821-Iowa left out  when Missouri was admitted a s  a state. 
1834--First F o r t  Des Moines established near Montrose, Lee County. 
1834-Iowa attached t o  Michigan territory; two counties formed. 
1 8 3 6 W i s c o n s i n  territory formed; Burlington the  capital. 
1838-Iowa became a territory July 4; population, 22,859. 
1843-Fort Des Moines I1 established at Raccoon forks. 
1846-Iowa became the  29th state, December 28; population, 102,388. 
1 8 4 6 T o w n  of F o r t  Des Moines platted; in  1856 became a city. 
1857-New constitution adopted; progress, freedom, home rule. 
1866-First railroad into Des Moines; stages and steamboats out. 
1898-Grand monument erected to  Iowa's soldiers and sailors. 
1915-Extension of Capitol Grounds t o  93 acres under Governor Clarke. 
1950-Iowa population, 2,621,073; land area, 55,586 square miles; rail- 
roads, 9,500 miles; paved highways, 5,055 miles; bituminous 
surface concrete, 1,027 miles; bituminous surface treated, 1,408 
miles; gravel o r  crushed stone, 55,720 miles; colleges, 25; schools, 
11,600; newspapers, 500; 72 natural  lakes and 24 artificial lakes; 
88 state parks  and reserves; 900 miles inland s treams;  600 miles of 
boundary streams. 
THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE1 
When in the Course of human events, i t  becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the politicxl bands which have connected them with another, and to 
assume among the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to  which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature's Cod entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires tha t  they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation.-We hold these truths to be self-evident, tha t  all men 
a re  created equal, that  they are endowed by their Creator with certain un- 
alienable Rights, that  among these are  Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi- 
ness.-That to secure these rights, Governments are  instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.-That whenever 
any Form of Government becomes destructive to these ends, i t  is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying 
its foundation on such principles and organizing its power in such form, a s  to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed 
for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, tha t  
mankind are  more disposed to suffer, while evils a r e  sufferable, than to right 
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are  accustomed. But when 
a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, i t  is their right, it is 
their duty to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their 
future security.-Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and 
such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems 
of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of 
repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment 
of a n  absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be sub- 
mitted to a candid world.-He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most whole- 
some and necessary for the public good.-He has forbidden his Governors to 
pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their 
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 
utterly neglected to attend to them.-He has refused to pass other Laws for 
the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would 
relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable 
to them and formidable to tyrants only.-He has called together legislative 
bodies a t  places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of 
their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into complacence 
with his measures. He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for 
opposing with manly firmness his invasion on the rights of the people.-He has 
refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the 
People a t  large for their exercise ; the State remaining in the meantime exposed 
to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions from within.-He 
has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for tha t  Purpose 
obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to  pass others 
to encourage their migration hither, and raising the conditions of new Appro- 
priations of Lands,-He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing 
his Assent to  Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.-He has made Judges 
dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 
payment of their salaries.-He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent 
hither swarms of OWcers to harass our People, and eat  out their substance.- 
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies, without the Consent 
of our legislatures.-He has affected to render the Military independent of and 
superior to the Civil Power.-He has combined with others to subject u s  to a 
jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving 
his Assent to their acts of pretended Legislation :-For quartering large bodies 
of armed troops among us:-For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from 
Punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of 
these States:-For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:-For 
imposing taxes on us  without our Consent:-For depriving us in many cases, 
of the benefits of Trial by Jury :-For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried 
for pretended offenses:-For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a 
neighboring Province, establishing therein a n  Arbitrary government. and 
enlarging its Boundaries so a s  to render it a t  once an  example and At instrument 
for ~ntroducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:-For taking away 
our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundanlentally 
lThe Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4. 
1776. The text as here presented was copied verbatim from Doctcments lllastmtive of th6 
Formation of the Union of tke American States, published by the United States govern- 
ment in 1927, which in turn printed it from the engrossed copy of the original manuscript 
in the Library o f  Congress. 
the Forms of our Government:-For suspending our own Legislatures, and 
declaring themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in all cases what- 
soever:-He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of liis Pro- 
tection and waging War  against us.-He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.-He is a t  this 
time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to compleat the works of 
death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & 
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most hazardous ages, and totally unworthy 
the Head of a civilized nation.-He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken 
captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the 
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their 
Hands.-He has escited dotnestic insurrection amongst us, and has endeavoured 
to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages whose 
known rule of warfare, is an  undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and 
conditions. In every stages of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress 
in the most humble tenlls: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by 
repeated injury. A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act  which 
may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free l~eople. Nor have We 
been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We i7at.e warned them from 
time to time of attempts by their legislature to estend an  unwarrantable juris- 
diction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration 
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, 
and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these 
usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspond- 
ence. They too have been deaf to  the voice of justice and of consanguinity. 
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, 
and hold them, a s  we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace 
Friends.- 
WE, THBREWORI, the REPRESENTATIVES of the UNITED STATES OF ANERICA, ill 
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for 
the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good 
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United 
Colol~ies are. and of Right ought to be FREE AND INDEIPENDENT STATES ; that  they 
are  Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be 
totally dissolved ; and that  a s  Free and Independent States, they have full Power 
to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to 
do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.-And 
for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of 
Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes 
and our sacred Honor. 
JOHN HANCOCK. 
New Hampshire.-Josiah Bartlett, Wm. Whipple. Matthew Thornton. 
Massachusetts Bay.-Saml. Adams, John Adams. Robt. Treat Paine. Elbridge 
Gerry. 
Rhode Island.-Step. Hopkins, William Ellery. 
Connecticut.-Roger Sherman. Sam'el Huntington. Wm. Williams. Oliver 
Wolcott. 
New Pork.-Wm. Floyd, Phil Livingston, Frans. Lewis, Lewis Morris. 
New Jersey.-Richd. Stockton, Jno. Witherspoon, Fras. Hopkinson. John H a l l .  
Abra. Clark. 
Pennsylvania.-Robt. Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benja. Franklin, John Morton. 
Geo. Clymer. Jas. Smith, Geo. Taylor, James Wilson, Geo. Ross. 
Delaware.-Caesar Rodney, Geo. Read, Tho. M'Kean. 
Maryland.-Samuel Chase, Wm. Paca, Thos. Stone, Charles Carroll of Car- 
rollton. 
Virginia-George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Th. Jefferson, Benja. Harrison. 
Thos. Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton. 
North Carolina.-Wm. Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn. 
South Carolina.-Edward Rutledge. Thos. Heyward. Junr.. Thomas Lynch. 
Junr., Arthur Middleton. 
Georgia.-Button Gwinnett. Lyman Hall, Geo. Walton. 

Holidays 
................................. New Year's Dav January 1 - . - . - - -. - -
- "  
............................ Lincoln's Birthday February 12 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Washington's Birthday February 22 
...................................... Memorial Day May 30 
................................... ~ n d e ~ e n d e n c e - ~ ~ ~  J u l y 4  
...................... Labor Day First  Monday in September 
. . . . . .  General Election First Tuesday next after first Monday, 
November, even-numbered years 
................................ Veterans Day .November 11 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ?Thanksgiving Day Fourth Thursday, November 
............................... Christmas Day December 25 
And all Sundays 
t B y  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  g o v e r n o r .  
Special Observance Days 
By Proclamation of the Governor 
Bird Day-March 21 
Arbor Day-Usually the last Friday in April. 
Mother's Day-The second Sunday in May. 
Flag Day-June 14, anniversary of adoption of the United States flag 
by the Continental Congress a t  Philadelphia, 1777. 
Independence Sunday-The Sunday preceding the Fourth of July. 
Columbus Day-October 12. 
STANDARD TIME DIFFERENCE-. S. AND FOREIGN CITIES 
Source: U. S. Navy Hydrographic Office 
A t  12 o'clock noon Eastern Standard Time (New Pork City) the stand- 
ard time in other U. S. and foreign cities is a s  follows: 
........... A t h e n s  ................. 7 :00 p.m. Mexico Ci ty  .11:00 a.m. 
............... Bel fa s t  ................. 5 :00 p.m. Montreal  .12 :00 Noon 
................. Brussels  ................ 6:00 p.m. Moscow 8 :00 p.m. 
................... Budapes t  ................ 6:00 p.m. P a r i s  6 :00 p.m. 
Buenos  Al re s  ............ 2 :00 p.m. Rome  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 :00 p.m. 
Ca lcu t t a  ............... .10 :30 n.m. San t i ago  (Chi le)  . . . . . . . .  1 :00 p.m. - -~ 
- .  
................. Cape  Town  .............. 7:00 p.m. S h a n g h a i  l : 00  a.m.* 
........ Delhi .................. .10:30 p.m. Sydney  (N.S.W.) 3 :00 a.m.* 
H a v a n a  ................. 12:OO Noon Tokyo ................... 2:00 a.m.* 
Honolulu  ................ 7:00 a.m. Vancouver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 :00 a.m. 
H o n g  ICong .............. 1 :00 a.m.* Winnipeg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .11:00 a.m. 
I s t anbu l  ................ 7 :00 p.m. Yoltohama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2:00 a.m.* 
L I m a  .................. .12:00 Noon Zurich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 p.m. 
London ................. 5:00 p.m. 
*Indicates  morn ing  of t h e  following day.  
United States Cities 
When i t  is 12 o'clock noon E.S.T., in Akron, Atlanta, Baltimore, Bos- 
ton, Buffalo, Charleston (S. C. and W. Va.), Cincinnati, Cleveland, Co- 
lumbus, Detroit, Grand Rapids, Jacksonville, Miami, Newark, New 
Haven, Norfolk, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Portland, (Me.), Providence, 
Richmond (Va.), Savannah, Tampa, Toledo, Washington, D. C., and 
Wilmington (Del.) : 
It will be 11 o'clock a. m., Central Standard Time, in Birmingham, 
Bismarck, Chicago, Dallas, Des Moines, Duluth, Fort  Worth, Galveston, 
Houston, Indianapolis, Kansas City (Mo.), Knoxville, Lincoln, Little 
Rock, Louisville, Memphis, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, New Orleans, Ok- 
lahoma City, Omaha, St. Paul, St. Louis, Sioux Falls. Topeka, Tulsa 
and Wichita. 
It will be 10 o'clock a. m., Mountain Standard Time, in Albuquerque, 
Boise, Butte, Cheyenne, Denver, Helena, Pierre, Phoenix, Salt Lake City 
and Santa Fe. 
It will be 9 o'clock a. m., Pacific Standard Time, in Los Angeles. 
Portland (Ore.), Reno. San Francisco, Seattle, Spokane and Tacoma. 
In  1620 t h e  Pi lgr ims,  persecuted f o r  conscience's salre. "braved t h e  tempests  
of t h e  v a s t  a n d  fur ious  ocean a n d  t h e  t e r ro r s  l u rk ing  in  t h e  American wilderness" 
to p l an t  t he i r  S t a t e  o f  Freedom. Even  before l and ing  t h e y  s e t  u p  the i r  govern- 
men t  by  a wri t ten  C o m p a c t ;  t h e  f i rs t  c h a r t e r  of a gove rnmen t  of t h e  people, by  
the  people a n d  f o r  t h e  people linown t o  history. I n  t h e  cab in  of t h e  Mayflower  
IlUmanity recovered i t s  r ights .  
Qije Compact 
Signed in the Cabin of the "Mayflower," Nov. 
11th. Old Style. Nov. 21st. New Style, 1620. 
"In the name of God amen we whose names are underwritten, the loyal1 
subjects of our dread soveraigne Lord. King James, by the grace of God, of 
Great Britaine, Franc and Ireland king, defender of the faith. &c.. haveing 
undertaken, for the glorie of God, and advancemente of the Christian faith, 
and honor of our king and countrie, a voyage to plant the first colonie in the 
?ortherne parts of Virginia, doe by these presents solemnly and mutualy 
in the presence of God, and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves 
together into a civil1 body politick, for our better ordering and preservation 
and furtherence of the ends aforesaid: and by vertue hereof to enacte. con- 
stitute and frame such just and equal1 laws. ordenances. acts, constitutions 
and offices, from time to time, a s  shall be thought most meete and convenient 
for the general good of the colonie, unto which we promise all  due submission 
and obedience. In  witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names 
a t  Cap-Codd the 11 of November, in the year of the raigne of our soveraigne 
lord. King James of England, Franc and Ireland the eighteenth, and of 
Scotland the fifty-fourth. ANo Dom 1620." 
John Carver Edward Tilly Degory Priest 
William' Bradford John Tilly Thomas Williams 
Edward Winslow Francis Cooke Gilbert Winslow 
William Brewster Thomas Rogers Edmond Margeson 
Isaac Allerton Thomas Tinker Peter Brown 
Myles Standish John Rigdale Richard Britteridge 
John Alden Edward Fuller George Soule 
Samuel Fuller John Turner Richard Clarke 
Christopher Martin Francis Eaton Richard Gardiner 
William' Mullins James Chilton John Allerton 
William White John Crackston Thomas English 
Richard Warren John Billington Edward Doty 
John Stephen Howland Hopkins 
Moses Fletcher Edward Leister 
John Goodman 
This venerable document, the first American State paper. 
Thus these men became the Firs t  Americans. They believed that God created all  
men equal; therefore, without other precedent; they made all  men equal before the 
Law. Here was the birth of popular constitutional liberty, foreshadowing our 
Declaration of Independence and our American Constitution, which guarantees Freedom 
to all of us today. Tremendous suffering was endured a s  they grappled with the great 
unknown. Half their number perished in the struggle of that first terrible Winter. 
Under cover of darkness. the fast dwindline Comoanv laid their dead: levelline the 
- ~ -  
ea:h above them' lest the Indians should lea% how'ma;ly were the grave$. 
History records no nobler venture for  Faith and Freedom than that of this Pilgrim 
band. In  weariness and painfulness, in watchings often. in hunger and cold, they laid 
the foundations of a State wherein every man, through countless ages, should have 
liberty to worship God in his own way, in perpetuating and spreading, throughout the 
World. the loftv Ideals of our Re~ublic." 
T h e ' " ~ a ~ f l o & e r "  started with nhety-eight passengers; one was born on the voyage, 
and four joined them from the ship. Forty-one men signed the "Compact." There were 
twelve other men. twenty-two women, twenty boys, and eight girls in the company. 
In  December, six died; in January, eight;  in February, seventeen; in March, thirteen; 
making forty-four. Forty-eight are believed to have lef t  descendants. 
(Note: November 21st of our calendar is the same as November 11th of the  Old Style 
calendar.) 
C 51 1 
T H E  CONSTITUTION O F  T H E  U N I T E D  STATES' 
We the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union. 
estahlish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, 
promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves 
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 
Article I. 
section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress 
of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representa- 
tives. 
Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen 
every second Year by the People of the several States and the Electors in each 
State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous 
Branch of the State Legislature. 
No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained the Age of 
twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who 
shall not, when elected, be an  Inhabitant of that  State in which he  shall be 
chosen.2 
Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective 
Numbers, which shall be determined by adtling to the tol~ole Nuutber of free 
Persons, including tllose bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excludi?lg 
Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other Persons. [counting the whole number 
of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed.13 The actual Enumeration 
shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner 
a s  they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed 
one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have a t  Least one Repre- 
sentative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the state of New Hamp- 
shire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight. Rhode-Island and 
Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five. New York six, New Jersey four. 
Pennsvlvania eight. Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina 
five. south ~ a r o l i n a  five, and Georgia three. 
When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive 
Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. 
The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers ; and 
shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 
Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators 
froqn each State, cl~osen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each 
Setator shall l ~ a c e  oue Vote.4 
[The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from 
each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years;  and each Senator shall 
have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite 
for electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislature.] 
Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, 
they shall be divided a s  equally a s  may be into three Classes. The Seats of 
the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated a t  the Expiration of the second 
Year, of the second Class a t  the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third 
Class a t  the Expiration of the sixth Year, so tha t  one third may be chosen 
every second Year;  and if Vacancies happen by Resig?tatton, or o t l te r~ise ,  
during the Recess of the Legislature of anz/ State, the Executive thereof may 
lThe Constitution of the United States waa adopted by a convention of delegates from 
the thirteen States on September 17. 1787. and transm~tted. to the Congress of the 
Confederation which in turn submitted i t  to the States for rat~ficat~on on September 28. 
1787. It was ratified by the required nine States by June 21. 1788. and went into effect 
on March 4, 1789. 
The text of the Constitution and the first nineteen amendments are taken from Docu- 
ments Illustrative of the Formation of the Union of the American States, published by the 
United States government in 1927. Compiled, edited, and documented by Benj. F. 
Shambaugh and Ruth A. Gallaher of the State Historical Society of Iowa. Word?. phrases 
and the sections which have been rendered inoperative by amendment appear In rtakcs. 
The material added to the Constitution by amendment is enclosed within brackets. Besides 
being indicated in their proper place in the text, the amendments are also printed in 
ful? following the Constitution. 
-For an additional disqualification added at  the close of the Civil War 8- Amendment 
XIV, Section 3. 
8The preceding provisions in italics were rendered inoperative by a part of Section 2 
of Amendment XIV, which is inserted within the brackets. Accord~ng to the Fourteenth 
Amendment the number of representatives from any State is to be reduced if the right 
to vote is denied the male citizen over twenty-one years of 8ge. but this provlslon has 
never been enforced. 
4This section was rendered inoperative by Amendment XVII. the erst parapraph of 
which is printed below in bracket.. 
make temporary Appointments untfl the nezt MeetCng of the Legislature, wlrich 
shall then fill such Vacancles.6 
[When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, 
the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to flll such 
vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower the 
executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill the 
vacancies by election a s  the legislature may direct.] 
No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty 
Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, 
when elected, be an Inhabitant of that  State for which he shall be chosen.6 
The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate. 
but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 
The Senate shall chuse their other officers, and also a President pro tempore. 
in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exerc?se the Offlce of 
President of the United States. 
The Senate shall have the sole Power to t ry  all Impeachments. When sitting 
for that  Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of 
the United States is  tried the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall 
be convicted without the Concurrence of two-thirds of the Members present. 
Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal 
from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or 
Profit under the United States: but the Par ty  convicted shall nevertheless be 
liable and subject to Indictment, Trial. Judgment and Punishment. according 
to Law. 
Section 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators 
and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature 
thereof; but the Congress may a t  any time by Law make or alter such Regu- 
lations, except a s  to the Places of chusing Senators. 
The Congress shalt assejitble a t  least o w e  l?t every Year, and such Meetdng 
shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall bu law appoint a 
different Day.7 
[The Congress shall assemble a t  least once in every year, and such meeting 
shall begin a t  noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law appoint 
a different day.] 
Section 6 .  Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and 
Qualiflcations of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a 
Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, 
and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent members, in such 
Manner. and under such Penalties a s  each House mav ~rovide .  
~ a c h . h o u s e  may determine the Rules of its ~ roceedkgs ,  punish its Members 
for disorderly Behavior, and. with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member. 
Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings. and from time to time 
publish the same, excepting such Par ts  a s  may in their Judgment require 
Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any ques- 
tion shall, a t  the Desire of one-fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal. 
Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent 
of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than 
that  in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 
Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for 
their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the 
United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of 
the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance a t  the Session 
of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and 
for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any 
other place. 
No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was  elected, 
be appointed to any Civil office under the Authority of the United States, which 
shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased 
during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States. 
shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office. 
Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Repre- 
sentatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments a s  on 
other Rills. - . . . - . - . . . -  
Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, shall, before it becomes a Law, be presented to the President of the 
United States;  If he approve he shall sign it. but if not he shall return it, with 
5The material printed in italics waa rendered inoperative by the second paragraph of 
Amendment XVII which appears below within the brackets. 
&For an additional disqualification added at  the close of the Civil War aee Section 8 
of Amendment XIV. 
TThe provision concern in^ the date on which Congress shall assemble wan changed by 
S&n 2 of Amendment XX which app..n Ldm within the brackets. 
his Objections to that  House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter 
the Objections a t  large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. I f  af ter 
such Reconsideration two-thirds o f  that  House shall agree t o  pass the Bill, it 
shall be sent together with the Objections, t o  the other House, by  which it sliall 
likewise be reconsidered, and i f  approved by  two-thirds o f  that  House, i t  shall 
become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes o f  both Houses shall be deter- 
mined by  Yeas  and Nays. and the Names o f  the Persons voting for and against 
the Bill sliall be entered on the Journal o f  each House respectively. I f  any  
Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) 
a f ter  it shall have been presented t o  him, the Same shall be a law, in like 
Manner as i f  he had signed i t ,  unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent 
its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. 
Every Order, Resolution, or Vote  t o  which the Concurrence o f  the Senate 
and House o f  Representatives may be necessary (except on a question o f  Ad- 
journment) shall be presented to the President o f  the United States;  and before 
the Same shall take Effect ,  shall be approved b y  him, or being disapproved by  
him, shall be repassed by two-thirds o f  the Senate and House o f  Representatives, 
according to tlie Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case o f  a Bill. 
Section 8. The  Congress shall have power to lay and collect Taxes, Duties, 
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence 
and general Wel fare  o f  tlle United States;  but all Duties, Imposts and Excises 
shall be uniform throughout the United States;  
To  borrow Money on the credit o f  the United States;  
T o  regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes; 
T o  establish an  uniform Rule o f  Naturalization. and uniform Laws on the -~ -~ 
subject o f  Bankruptcies throughout the United states. 
To  coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and o f  foreign Coin, and Ax the 
Standard o f  Weights and Measures ; 
T o  provide for the Punishment o f  counterfeiting the Securities and current 
Coin o f  the United States ; 
T o  establish Post Offices and post Roads; 
T o  promote the Progress o f  Science and useful Arts, b y  securing for llmited 
Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings 
- 
and Discoveries ; 
T o  Constitute Tribunals inferior t o  the Supreme Court;  
T o  define and ~ u n i s h  Piracies and Felonies committed on the hieh Seas. and 
Offences against t he  Law o f  Nations ; - 
T o  declare W a r ,  grant Letters o f  Marque and Reprisal, and make  Rules 
concerning Captures on Land and W a t e r ;  
T o  raise and support Armies, but  no Appropriation o f  Money to that  Use 
shall be for a longer Term than two Years ;  
T o  provide and maintain a N a v y ;  
T o  make Rules for the Government and Regulation o f  the land and naval 
Forces ; 
T o  provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws o f  the Union, 
suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions ; 
T o  provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for 
governing such Part or them as may be employed in the Service o f  the United 
States. reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment o f  the Officers, 
and the Authority o f  training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed 
by Congress ; 
To exercise Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District 
(not  exceeding ten Miles square) as  may  be Cession o f  particular States, and the 
Acceptance o f  Congress, become the Seat o f  tlie Government o f  the United 
States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by  the Consent 
o f  the Legislature o f  the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection o f  
Forts. Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;-And 
T o  malte all Laws which sliall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers, vested b y  this Constitu- 
tion in the Government o f  the United States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 
Section 9. The Migration or Importation o f  such Persons as any  o f  the States 
now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by  the Congress 
prior t o  the  Year  one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a T a x  or duty 
may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. 
The  Privilege o f  the W r i t  o f  Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless 
when in Cases o f  Rebellion or Invasion the public Safe ty  may  require it. 
No Bill o f  Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 
No Capitation, or other direct, Tax  shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the 
Census or Enumeration herein before directed t o  be taken. 
[The Congress shall have power t o  lay and collect taxes on incomes, from 
whatever source deri\ed. without apportionment among the several States. 
and xvithout regard to any census or enumerarion.]s 
No Tax  or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 
No Preference shall be given by any Repulation o f  Commerce c: Revenue 
to the Ports o f  one State over those o f  another; nor shall Vessels bound to, or 
from, one State, be obiiged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. 
Xo money shall be dra\\-n from the Treasury. but in Consequence o f  Appro- 
priations made by L x ~ r ;  and a regular Statement and Account o f  the Receipts 
and Espenditures o f  all public >loner shall be published from time to  time. 
No Title o f  Xobility shall be granted by  tlle United States;  And no Person 
holding any  Office o f  Profit or Trust  under them, shall, without the Consent o f  
the Congress, accept o f  any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, o f  any kind 
whatever, from any Icing, Prince or foreign State. 
Section 10. No State shall enter into any  Treaty. Alliance, or Confederation; 
grant Letters o f  Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills o f  Credit; make 
any  Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment o f  Debts; pass any 
Bills o f  Attainder, e x  post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Con- 
tracts, or grant any  Title o f  Nobility. 
No State sliall, without the Consent o f  Congress, lay  any Imposts or Duties 
on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing 
its Inspection Laws ; and the net Produce o f  all Duties and Imposts, laid by  any 
State or Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use o f  the Treasury o f  the United 
States;  and all such Laws shall be subject t o  the Revision and Control o f  the 
Congress. 
No State shall, without the Consent o f  Congress, lay any Duty o f  Tonnage. 
keep Troops, or Ships o f  W a r  in time o f  Peace, enter into any  agreement or 
Compacts, with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in W a r ,  unless 
actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit o f  delay. 
[All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject t o  the juris- 
diction thereof, are citizens o f  the United States and o f  the State wherein they 
reside. No state shall make or enforce any  lam which shall abridge the privi- 
leges or immunities o f  citizens o f  the United States;  nor shall any State deprive 
any person o f  l i fe ,  liberty, or property, without due process o f  l a w ;  nor deny 
to any  person within its jurisdiction the equal protection o f  the laws.19 
Article 11. 
Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President o f  the United 
States o f  America. He shall hold his Offlce during the Term o f  four Years,  
and, together wi th  the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected 
as follows: Each State shall appoint, in such manner as  the Legislature thereof 
may direct, a Number o f  Electors, equal to the whole Number o f  Senators and 
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress; but no 
Senator or Representative, or Person holding an  office o f  Trust  or Proflt under 
the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 
The Electors sllall meet i n  their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two 
Persous, of wholn oite at least sl~all ?lot be a?& I?tltabita?tt of the sante State witlt 
thentselves. And tAey shall Iltake a List of  all the Persons voted for, and o f  tlte 
Number of  Votes for each; wI~ic7~ List they shall sign a?td certifv a?td transmit 
sealed to the Seat of  Governntent o f  t7te Uuited States, directed to the President 
of the Senate. The Preside?tt of  the Seitate, shall, i n  the Preswtce o f  the Seitate 
a?td House of  Representatives, open all the  Certificates, and the Votes shall 
tltelt be counted. Tlle Pwsoqt Ilaving t l ~ e  greatest Nuiizber of Votes shall be the 
Presfdeltt, if such Nuntber be a nlajority o f  the whole Number of Electors 
ap?~ointed; aqtd i f  there Be more tlban one who have szich dfajority, and have 
a7t equal Nulitber of  Votes, then the House of  Representatives sltall .inamediately 
chuse bv Ballot oue o f  the?lt for President; and i f  ?to Person have a Majority. 
tltelb from the five I~ighest 0 1 8  the List the said House shall in l4lce Manne? 
chuse the Presideut. But i n  chusing t8e President, t7~e Votes shall be talien by 
States, the Rep~ese?~tat ion  from each State ltaviitg one Vote; A quorum for thia 
Purpose shall consist o f  a Member or Members froi~t two-thirds of the States. 
and a nfajority of  all the States slball be necessary t o  a Choice. 11t every Case 
after the Choice o f  the President, tlbe Persoit 7bavi1tg the greatest Number of 
Votes o f  the Electors shall be the Vice President. Buh i f  there should remain 
two or more who have equal Votes, t7te Senate skall chuse front tRem by Ballot 
the Vice Presidents.10 
The  Congress may  determine the Time o f  chusing the Electors, and the Day 
on which they shall give their Vo te s ;  which Day shall be the same throughout 
the United States. 
8This section was added by Amendment XVI. QThis paragraph in brackets was added as Section 1 of Amendment XIV. 
loThis provision for the election of President and Vice President wan reolaced bv 
Amendment XII. 
[The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for 
President and Vice-President, one of whom, a t  least shall not be a n  inhabitant 
of the same state with themselves: they shall name in their ballots the person 
voted for a s  President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for a s  Vice- 
President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for a s  Presi- 
dent, and of all persons voted for a s  Vice President, and of the number of votes 
for each, whiclch lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat 
of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; 
The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be ~0unted; -  
The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the 
President if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors ap- 
pointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having 
the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for President. 
the House of Representatives shall choose, immediately, by ballot, the President. 
But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representa- 
tion from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist 
of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all 
the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives 
sltall not choose a President tohenever the right of choice skatl devolve upon 
theaz, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President 
sltall act  a s  President, a s  iqt t7te case of the death or other constitutional dis- 
ability of the Presidest.ll The person having the greatest number of votes a s  
Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of 
the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, 
then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the  Vice- 
President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole 
number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to 
a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President 
shall be eligible to that  of Vice President of the United States.112 
[The terms of the President and Vice President shall end a t  noon on the 20th 
day of January, and terms of Senators and Representatives a t  noon on the 3d 
day of January. of the years in which such terms would have ended if this 
article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin. 
If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the terms of the President, the Presi- 
dent elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If 
a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of 
his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to  qualify. then the Vice 
President elect shall ac t  a s  President until a President shall have qualified; 
and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President 
elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then 
act  a s  President, or the manner in which one who is to ac t  shall be selected. 
and such person shall ac t  accordingly until a President or Vice President shall 
have qualified. 
The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the 
persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President 
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the  case 
of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice 
President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them.113 
No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States a t  
the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of 
President; neither shall any Person be eligible to tha t  Office who shall not have 
attained tlche Age of thirty-five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within 
the United States.14 
In Case of the Removal of the President from OfRce, or of his Death, Resigna- 
tion, or Inability to  discharge the Powers and Duties of the said ofice, the 
Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law 
provide for the Case of Removal. Death, Resignation, or Inability, both of the 
President and Vice President declaring what Omcer shall then act  a s  Presi- 
dent, and such Officer shall a &  accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or 
a President shall be elected. 
The President shall, a t  stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation. 
which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which 
he shall have been elected, and shall not receive within tha t  Period any 
other Emolument from the United States, or any of them. 
Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following 
llThis proviaion was replaced by Section 3 of Amendment XX. 
'2The paragraph within the brackets was added by Amendment XII .  
laThe three paragraphs within the brackets were added by Sections 1, 8, and 4 of 
Amendmmts XX. 
- - -- - - - -. . - -. -- - - - -  
l4For an additional dia~nali6cation added at  the close of the Civil War see Section 8 of 
Amendment XIV. 
Oath or AfRrmation:-I do solemnly swear (or  affirm) that  I will faithfully 
execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my 
Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States." 
Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy 
of the United States, and of the Militia of the the several States, when called into 
the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, 
of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject 
relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to 
grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in 
Cases of Impeachment. 
He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate. 
to make Treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he 
shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the Supreme 
Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law;  but the 
Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, a s  they 
think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of 
Departments. 
The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies that  may happen during 
the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire a t  tlche 
End of their next Session. 
Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the 
State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures a s  he 
shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions. 
convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between 
them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such 
Time a s  he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public 
commissioned Ministers ; he shall take Care that  the Laws be faitl~fully executed, 
and shall Commission all the OIHcers of the United States. 
Section 4. The President. Vice President and all civil OfRcers of the United 
States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment, for, and Conviction of. 
Treason, Bribery, or other Crimes and Misdemeanors. 
Article 111. 
Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States. shall be vested in one 
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts a s  the Congress may from time to 
time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, 
shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, a t  stated Times. 
receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished 
during their Continuance in Office. 
Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity. 
arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under their Authority ;-to all Cases affecting 
Ambassadors. other public Ministers and Consuls;-to all Cases of admiralty 
and maritime Jurisdiction :-to Controversies to which the United States shall 
be a Party ;-to Controversies between two or more States ;-between a State 
and Citizens of another State ;-between Citizens of different States ;-between 
Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and 
between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States. Citizens or Subjects. 
[The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend 
to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the 
United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any 
foreign State.115 
In  all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and consuls, and 
those in which a State shall be a party, the supreme Court shall have original 
Jurisdiction. In  all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court 
shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both a s  to Law and Fact, with such Excep- 
tions, and under such Regulations a s  the Congress shall make. 
The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Ju ry .  
and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crime shall have been' 
committed ; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be a t  such 
Place or Places a s  the Congress may by Law have directed. 
Section 3. Treason against the United States shall consist only in Levying 
War  against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and 
Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of 
two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. 
The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but 
no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except 
during the Life of the Person attained. 
laThia ia Amendment XI. 
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Article IV. 
Section I. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, 
Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may 
by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and 
Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. 
Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and 
Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 
A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall 
flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the 
executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up to be 
removed by the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. 
No person held to  Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, 
escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, 
be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim 
of the Par ty  to whom such Service or Labour may be due.16 
Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but 
no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other 
State;  nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or 
Par ts  of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned 
a s  well a s  of the Congress. 
The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and 
Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United 
States;  and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice 
any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State. 
Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against 
Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the 
Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence. 
Article V. 
The Congress whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary 
shall propose Amendments to the Constitution, or, on the Application of thd 
Legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for 
proposing Amet~dments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and 
Purposes, a s  Pa r t  of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislature of 
three-fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three-fourths thereof, 
a s  the one or the other mode of Ratiflcation may be proposed by the Congress; 
Provided that  no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One 
thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the flrst and 
fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the flrst Article; and that  no State 
without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 
Article VI. 
All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of 
this Constitution, shall be a s  valid against the United States under this Con- 
stitution, as under the Confederation. 
[The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, 
including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in 
suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the 
United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred 
in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for 
the loss of emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims 
shall be held illegal and void.117 
This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made 
in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
the Authority of the United States. shall be the suureme Law of the Land;  and 
the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution 
or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 
The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the 
several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the 
United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, 
to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required a s  a 
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States. 
l6Thia paragraph was chiefly intended to provide for the return of fugitive slaves. It 
thus became unimportant when Amendment XI11 wan adopted. 
IiThis is Section 4 of Amendment XIV. 
Article VII. 
The Ratiflcation of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sumcient for the 
Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. 
done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent 
of the States present the Seventeenth Day of 
September in the Year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and Eighty-seven and of the 
Independence of the United States of America 
the Twelfth. In  witness whereof We have here- 
unto subscribed our Names. 
Go :Washington-Presdt. 
and deputy from Virglnia 
Attest : William Jacltson, Secretary. 
New Hampshire--John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman. 
Massachusetts-Nathaniel Gorllam, Rufus Icing. 
Connecticut-Wm. Saml. Johnson, Roger Sherman. 
New Yorlc-Alexander Hamilton. 
New Jersey-Wil : Livington, David Brearly, Wm. Paterson. Jona : Dayton. 
Pennsylvania-B. Franklin, Thomas Mifflin, Robert Morris, Geo. Clymer, Thos. 
Fits  Simons, Jared Ingersoll, James Wilson, Gouv. Morris. 
Delaware-Geo. Read, Gunning Bedford, Jun, John Dickinson, Richard Bassett. 
Jaco : Broom. 
Margland-James McHenry, Dan. of St. Thos. Jenifer, Danl. Carroll. 
Virginia-John Blair, James Madison. Jr .  
North Carolina-Wm. Blount, Richd. Dobbs Spaight. Hu Williamson. 
South Carolina-J. Rutledge, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Charles Pinck- 
ney, Pierce Butler. 
Georgia-William Few, Abr. Baldwin. 
AMENDMENTS18 TO THE CONSTITUTION 
O F  THE UNITED STATES 
Article I. 
Congress shall make no law respecting a n  establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances. 
Article 11. 
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the 
right of the people to lceep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 
Article 111. 
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the 
consent of the Owner, nor in time of war. but in a manner to be prescribed 
by law. 
Article IV. 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and 
no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause. supported by Oath or 
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched. and the persons 
or things to be seized. 
Article V. 
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, 
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising 
in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of 
War  or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to 
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property. 
without due process of lam; nor shall private property be taken for public use; 
without just compensation. 
Article VI. 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by a n  impartial jury of the State and district wherein the 
lsThe first ten amendments were proposed by Congress and submitted to the States on 
September 25, 1788. and went into effect. apparently. on November 3, 1791. with their 
rat~ficatlon by Vermont, the tenth State to act. 
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crime, shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusa- 
tion; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of 
Counsel for his defence. 
Article VII. 
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a 
jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States. than 
according to the rules of the common law. 
Article MII. 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive flnes imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishment inflicted. 
Article IX 
The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights, shall not be construed 
to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 
Article X 
The powers not delegated to the  United States by the Constitution, nor pro- 
hibited by it to the States, a r e  reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people. 
XI. 
The Judiclal power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to 
any suit in lam or equity, commenced o r  prosecuted against one of the United 
States by Citizens or another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign 
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Article XII. 
The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for 
President and Vice-President, one of whom, a t  least, shall not be a n  inhabitant 
of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person 
voted for a s  President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for a s  Vice- 
President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for a s  Presi- 
dent, and of all persons voted for a s  Vice-President, and of the number of votes 
for each, which lists they shall sign and certify and transmit sealed to the seat 
of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; 
-The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be 
counted;-The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall 
be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors 
appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having 
the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for a s  Presi- 
dent, the House of Representatives shall choose, immediately, by ballot, the 
President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, 
the representatives from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose 
shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a 
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of 
Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall 
devolve upon them, before the fourth day of Yarch  test following, then the Vice- 
President shall ac t  a s  President, a s  in the case of the death or other consti- 
tutional disability of the President. The person having the greatest number of 
votes a s  Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a 
majority. then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose 
the Vice-President: a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the 
whole number of Senators, and a majority of the  whole number shall be neces- 
sary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of 
President shall be eligible to that  of Vice-President of the United States.20 
Article XIII. 
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except a s  a punishment 
for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. shall exist within 
the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 
Section 2 Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legisla tion.21 
Article XIV. 
Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof, a re  citizens of the United States and of the State 
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States;  nor shall 
any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or Property, without due process 
of law; nor deny to  any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of 
the laws. 
Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States 
according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons 
in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any 
election for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the 
United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial omcers 
of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any male 
inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the 
Unlted States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, 
or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the pro- 
portion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number 
of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 
Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or 
elector of President and Vice-president, or hold any office, civil or military. 
under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken a n  
oath, a s  a member of Congress, or a s  an  officer of the United States, or a s  a 
member of any State legislature, or a s  a n  executive or judicial officer of any 
State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged In 
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the 
enemies thereof. But Congress may by votes of two-thirds of each House. 
remove such disability. 
Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by 
law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services 
in suu~ress ine  insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither 
the united  fates nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation 
incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any 
claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations 
and claims shall be held illegal and void. 
Section 6. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legis- 
lation. the provisions of this article.= 
Article XV. 
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race. 
color, or previous condition of servitude. 
Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appro- 
priate legislation.28 
Article XVI. 
The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from 
whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and 
without regard to any census or enUmeration.24 
Article XVII. 
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each 
State. elected by the people thereof, for six years;  and each Senator shall have 
one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for 
electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. 
When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, 
the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to flll such 
vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower the 
ZlAmendment XIII, the first of the three Civil War amendments, was proposed by 
Congresa on February 1. 1866, and its ratification was proclaimed by the Secretary of 
State on December 18, 1865. 
22Amendment XIV was proposed by Congress on June 16, 1866. nnd the Secretary of 
State proclaimed its ratification on July 28, 1868. This amendment changed the provision 
for apportioning representatives in the third paragraph of the first section of Article I. It 
also added disqualifications for various offices. Section 4 was an addition to Article VI. 
ZSAmendment XV was proposed by Congress on February 27. 1869, an dthe Secretary of 
State proclaimed its ratification on March 30, 1870. 
24Amendment XVI, in effect an exception to the fourth paragraph of Section 9 of 
Article I, was proposed by Congress on July 12, 1909, and proclaimed duly rat~fied on 
February 25, 1918. 
1QAmendment XI was proposed by Congress on March 5, 1794. and a message of the 
President sent to Congress on January 8. 1798. declared it to have been duly ratified. 
2oAmendment XI1 was proposed by Congress on December 12. 1803. and on September 
26. 1804. the Secretary of State proclaimed it to have been duly ratified. The amend- 
ment superseded the third paragraph of the first section of Article 11. The words in 
italics were rendered inoperative when Amendment XX changed the date of inauguration. 
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executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill the 
vacancies by election a s  the legislature may direct. 
This amendment shall not be so construed a s  to affect the election o r  term 
of any Senator chosen before i t  becomes valid a s  part  of the Constitution.85 
Article XVIII. 
Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufac; 
ture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within. the importation 
thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. 
Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power 
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless i t  shall have been ratifled 
a s  an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, 
a s  provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the sub- 
mission hereof to the State by the Congress.2o 
Article XIX. 
The right of the citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.27 
Article XX. 
Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon 
on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives a t  
noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms would have 
ended if this article had not been ratifled; and the terms of their successors 
shall then begin. 
Section 2. The Congress shall assemble a t  least once in every year, and such 
meeting shall begin a t  noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law 
appoint a different day. 
Section 3. If, a t  the time Axed for the beginning of the term of the President, 
the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become 
President. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time flxed for 
the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, 
then the Vice President elect shall ac t  a s  President until a President shall 
have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein 
neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring 
who shall then act  a s  President, or the manner in which one who is to act 
shall be selected, and such person shall act  accordingly until a President or 
Vice President shall have qualified. 
Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of 
any of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a 
President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for 
the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose 
a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them. 
Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October 
following the ratification of this article. 
Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless It shall have been ratifled 
a s  an  amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several States within seven years from the date of its submission.eR 
Article XXI. 
Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States is hereby repealed. 
Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or 
Possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating 
liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 
Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratifled 
a s  a n  amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, a s  
2sAmendment XVII was proposed by Congress on May 16. 1912, and proclaimed duly 
ratified on May 31. 1913. It is a substitute for the first two naraeranhs in Section 3 of 
. . - - -  
Article 1. 
2cAmendment XVIII wns proposed by Congress on December 17, 1917. and proclaimed 
duly ratified on January 29, 1919. I t  was repealed by Amendment XXI. adopted in 1933. 
ZrAmendment XIX was proposed by Congress on June 6. 1919. and proclaimed duly 
ratified on August 26. 1920. It is. in effect, an addition to the fifteenth Amendment. 
2aAmendment XX was proposed by Congress on March 2. 1932, and was proclaimed 
duly ratified on February 6, 1933. It superseded provisions in Section 4 of Article I 
and Section 1 of Article 11. 
provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission 
hereof to the States by the Congress.29 
PROPOSED CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT 
Section 1. The Congress shall have power to limit, regulate, and prohibit 
the labor of persons under eighteen years of age. 
Section 2. The power of the several States is unimpaired by this article 
except that  the operation of State laws shall be suspended to  the extent neces- 
sary to give effect to legislation enacted by the'  Congress.s0 
PRESIDENTIAL TERMS O F  OFFICE 
H. J. Resolution 27 proposed an  amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States relating to the terms of offlce of the President. 
ARTICLE XXIIsl 
Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more 
than twice, and no person who has held the offlce of President, or acted a s  
President, for more than two years of a term to which some other person was 
elected President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. 
But this Article shall not apply to any person holding the offlce of President 
when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any 
Person who may be holding the office of President, or acting a s  President during 
the term within which this Article becomes operative from holding the offlee of 
President o r  acting a s  President during the remainder of such term. 
S ~ C .  2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratifled 
a s  a n  amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several States within seven years from the date of its submission to the States 
by the Congress. 32 
H. J. Resolution 27 passed by the House of Representatives February 6. 
1947, and in the Senate March 12, 1947, with an  amendment. House agreeed to 
Senate amendment March 21, 1947. Signed by the Spealter of the House on 
March 24, 1947, a& by the President pro tempore of the Senate on March 24, 
1947. Presented to the Secretary of State on March 24, 1947. 
2DAmendment XXI was proposed by Congress on February 20. 1933, and proclaimed 
duly ratified on December 5. 1933. It was submitted for ratification by convention and 
not to the State Leeislature. 
3OThe proposed Child Labor Amendment was proposed by Congress on June 4. 1934. 
UP to June 1. 1939, it had been ratified by 28 States. 
3lRatified February 26. 1951 when Nevada. the 36th State. adopted it. 
32The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislature of the several 
states on March 24. 1947. and was proclaimed by the administrator of general services on 
March 1. 1851, to have been duly ratified. 
First Territorial capital of Wisconsin Territory a t  Belmont, Wisconsin. 
Iowa was then a part of the Wisconsin Territory. 
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